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O whom can this third Volume 
of the Hiſtory of the Theatres 


be addreſs'd, with more Propriety, 


than to one who fo early in Life 
(above half a Century ago) made ſo 
agreeable a Figure there! And yet I 
know you had rather paſs your 
remaining Days forgotten as an Act 
refs, than to have your Youth recol- 


lected in the moſt favourable Light: 
But I hope you will excuſe the Li- 
berty I take, in commemorating the 


Delight which the Public reccived 
1 from 


— „ 

from your Performances, while you 
was an Ornament to the Theatre! 
for the Proof of which I can turn to 
Records more conſiderable than my 
own, and find in Mr. Colley Cibber's 
Apology for his Life, the following 
remarkable Paſſage, (Page 347.) | 
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Hut during the Trial of Sa- 
« cheverel our Audiences move. 


£06. extremely weakened by the 
„ better Rank of people” s at- 
« tending it; while, at the 
« ſame time, the lower Sort as 

e eagerly crouded into Drury- 
lane Theatre, to a new Co- 
e medy called the Fair Quaker 
« of Deal. This Play having 
„ = ® ſake 


E 

ſome low Strokes of natural * 

« Humour, was rightly calcu- 

« lated for the Capacity of the 

« Actors who play'd in it; but : 
s the moſt happy Incident in 
« jts Fortune was the Charm 

e of the Fair Quaker, which 

„was acted by MisS SANT=- 

* Low (afterwards Mrs. Booth } 

« whoſe Perſon was then if? the 

« full Bloom of what Beauty 

* ſhecould pretend to: Before 

„this ſhe had only been ad- 

* mired as the moſt excellent 
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** Dancer; which, perhaps, 
« might not a little contribute 
to the favourable Reception 
4 ſhe met with as an Actreſs 
as = 


BB 

in this Character, which ſo 
happily ſuited her Figure and 
Capacity: The gentle Soft- 
© neſs of her Voice the com- 
Ti poſed Innocence of her Aſ- 
pet—the Modeſty of her 
Dreſs—the reſerved Decency 
of her Geſture, and the Sim 
% plicity of the Sentiments 
that naturally fell from her— 
made her ſeem the amiable 
Maid the repreſented : In a 
Word, not the enthuſiaſtick 
Maid of Orleans was more 
ſerviceable of old to the 
French Army, when the 
Engliſb had diftreſs'd them, 
than this Fair Quaker was, 
* at the Head of that Dramatic 
. * 


55 


«. Attempt, upon which the 
«© Support of their weak So- 


e ciety depended.” 


Thus, Madam, by this Account, 
your Powers began to break forth at 
firſt, in no ſmall Degree of Luſtre as 
an Actreſs! having ſome Years before 
charm'd the admiring -Public as the 
moſt elegant Dancer! It was the- 
fore no Wonder that Mr. Booth, the 

moſt conſiderable Man in the Theatr e, 
thould become a Lover ! which ſoon 
appear'd in the following inſpired 


Ode written by him on your Dan 
eing. 


vii 


6 She comes ! the God of Love aſſerts his Reign, 
Reſiſtleſs o'er the gazing Throng ! 
E Alone ſhe fills the ſpacious Scene! 
„The Charm of ev'ry IE” the Praiſe of ev'ry 
* Tongue! 


60 Order and Grace together join'd, 

« Sweetneſs with Majeſty combin'd, 

46 To make the beauteous Form compleat, 
« Onev'ry Step and Motion wait. 


6 . to a ſlow and melting Air ſhe moves f 


„Her Eyes their Softneſs ſteal from Venus. 


„ Doves! 
4 80 like in Shape, in Air, and Mien, 
«© She paſſes for the Paphian Queen 

„ The Graces all around her play; 

_ © The wond'ring Gazers die away. 


40 But now, the flying Fingers ſtrike the Lyre! 1 


% The ſprightlier Notes the Nymph inſpire |! 
« She whirls around! ſhe bounds ! ſhe ſprings ! 


« As if Zove's Meſſenger had lent her Wings! 


„ Such 


8 £4 3 REF, 8 dar n 1 D 


- * ” > , 
oY . D : * p 
. . eee voip 


1 2 
n FI * 

£24 * B47 42 co Wit? PEER, > 
KIT Ce Fob 


3 N 
CN 1 . TN | Ty 2 2 Py 2 3 
RR r 
PIECE dls ag ov ð-ü ts 


3 VERN 


n 
e WR . 


[ix | 
« Such Daphne was, when near old Peneus 


« Stream 
« She fled to ſhun a loath'd Embrace! 
(Of antient Bards the frequent Theme) 
„Such were her lovely Limbs, ſo fluſh'd her 


6 charming Face 
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« So round her Neck, her Eyes fo fair! 
Jo roſe her ſwelling Cheſt, ſo flow'd her am- 
<< ber Hair! 
« While her ſwift Feet outſtripp'd the Wind, 
And left th' enamour'd God of Day be- 
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«© While the light-footed Fairy flies, 

* Our mounting Spirits nimbly riſe! 
C The Pulſe ſtill anſwers to the Strains, 
« And the Blood dances in our Veins. 
*« Of Cynthiq's Air let Poets dream, 

© When from the hoary Mountain's Height, 
© Down to Eurota s ſilent Stream 

he leads her Virgin Train, and charms the 
e Sight! 


cc Whether 


1 
6 2Wihether on M or in Weods, 
6 In flow'ry Lawns or verdant Fields, 
Or bathing in the ſilver Floods, 
cc Lo! to 2 mortal Fair the fancy'd Goddeſs 
6c yields 5 


Some Time after, this accompliſhed 
Lover became an Huſband ; and, to 
his Death, one of the moſt affectionate 

that ever Woman was bleſfed with! 

To that I can bear witneſs—as I often 

reflect with Pleaſure, that, at ſo early 

a Part of my Life, I had the Happi- 

neſs of being diſtinguiſhed by the 

Friendſhip of a Man of his exalted 

Merit—deſcended from a noble Fa- 

mily—a Scholar, and a Gentleman— 
and not only the firſt in his Profeſ- 
ſion, but, at that Period, even with- 

out the Shadow of a Rival F 4 

1 c 


1 
At his lamented Death, in the Vear 
1733, you prudently retired from the 


g 


public Eye; and have enjoyed a long 


exemplary Life of Widowhood, with 
that Serenity, and Elegance, as would 


have done Honour to any Rank « or 
-any Profeſſion ! 


Permit me, Madam, to congratu- 


late you on the laſt Proof of your 


good Senſe and Gratitude, / vix. ) your 
determin'd Reſolution to erect a Mo- 
nument to the lov'd Memory of Mr. 
Booth. | 


I am, 


(With the RN” Reſpect) 
Madam, 


Your moſt obliged Friend, 


and Servant, 


London, 
23d Marth, 1771. 


B. VICTOR. 
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HISTORICAL REGISTER 
OF THE Ts 


THEATRES ROYAL. 


N my Second Volume of the Hiſtory 
of the Theatres, the Regiſter of the 
new performances is brought down to the 
Year 1760; the Dramatic Novelties of the 
Seaſon terminate with the Approach of the 
annual Benefits, which always commence 
about the Middle of March :—On the 
28th of that Month died Mrs. MaROARET 
Worrixcrox, at the Age of Forty-two. 
Her natural Vivacity added to her ele- 
gant Form, were admirably ſuited to the 
MD higher 
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3 = 
higher Characters in Comedy. Lady 
Betty Modiſb— Lady Townly — Maria in 
the Nonjurcr, &c.— This Truth was alſo 
confirmed by her great Succeſs in the Cha- 
rater of Sir Harry Wildair; where ſhe 
appeared with the true Spirit of a well- 
bred Rake of Quality ! and after the 
Death of the celebrated original Mx. 
WiLks, ſhe remained the unrivalled Wil- 
dair during her Life. 

I know many Critics would not admit 


of her Powers for Tragedy :—Her Voice 
was not harmonized for the plaintive Notes 


of Sorrow ; —befides, they ſaid, ſhe had 


been at Paris, and adopted the Air and 


Manner of the famous Madame Dumeſnil, 
which appeared too affected, and extra- 
vagant for an Engliſn Audience — Vet, 
with great Deference to their ſi uperior Judg- 


ment, her Performance of Audromache was 


3 much 


3 


much admired, where the true Spirit cf 


the noble Grecian Matron, was forcibly 
and elegantly ſupported !—I could men- 
tion other Characters in Tragedy in which 
ſhe . commanded Applauſe, but, at the 
ſame Time it muſt be acknowledged, her 
Genius was ſuperior in Comedy. 
It was the Feſhion to follow this cele- 
brated Actreſs, and applaud her in a very 
particular Manner, whenever ſhe appeared 
in the Character of Sir Harry Wildair; 
the Approbation was not merely the Whim 
of the Winter, but it remained, and con- 
tinued as long as ſhe choſe to repreſent 
bi: | that C haracter z and it muſt be confeſſed 
co her Praiſe as an Actreſs, that the Eaſe, 
1 Manner of Addreſs, Vivacity, and Fi- 
eure of a young Man of Faſhion was ne- 


ver more happily exhibited : The beſt 


WW Proof of this Matter is the well known 
4 B » Succeſs 


[- 8 ] 


Succeſs ind: Profit, ſhe brought to the dit- 
ferent Theatres in Englund and Trelayd, 
whenever her Name was publiſhed for r. 
| Harry Wildair., the Managers always had | 
recourſe to this Lady for this Character, 
whenever they had Fears of the Want of 
an Audience; and, indeed, for ſome 
Years before ſhe died, as ſhe never, by her Z 
Articles, was to play i it but, with her own 3 
Conſent, the always conferred a Favour | 
upon the Managers whenever ſhe ch * 5 
her Sex, and filled their Houſes. = 
At her firſt Appearance in ne the 
n Lines were addreſſed to her 
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To Mrs, Worrmorox, 7% 
appearing in the Part of Silvia 1 in che 
| Recruiting Officer. 
> « When Grſt i in Pettiocats you trod the Stage, 


5 Our Sex with ore you fir'd, your own. with Rage! {1 
| 5 1 


1 
* 


[BS Þ 
In Breeches next, fo well you play'd the Cheat, 
cc The pretty Fellow, and the Rake compleat— 
«© Each Sex, were then, with different Paſſions mov'd, 
The Men grew envious, and the Women loved.” 


However, the Difficuky of a Woman 
appearing in Man s Cloaths is much leſs, 
and more common, than the ſame Woman 
appearing 2s a real Man. Sino 

And now, ye fair ones of the Stage, it 
will not be foreign to the Subject, to con- 

ſider whether i it is proper for you (notwirh- 
ſtanding the great Reputation Mrs. W affing- 
ion acquired in acting Sir Harry Wildair) 
to perform the Characters of Men. | 
I vill venture in the Name of all ſober, 
diſcreet, ſenſible, Spectators (he Cenſure of 
ene of which, tuft, in your ' Opiniang, out- 
weigh a whole Theatre of others). to anſwer, 
No ! there is ſomething required ſo much 


W the Delicacy of your Sex, to arrive 3 
99470 B 3 * 


5 
at the Point of Perfection, that, if you 
hit it, you may be condemned as a 
Woman, and if you do not, you are in- 
jured as an AFreſs. 


In the firſt Place, ſuppoſing you are 


formed in Mind and Body (and it is ſup- 
poling a great deal) like the Actreſs in 
Queſtion—for ſhe had Beauty, Shape, Wir, 
and Vivacity, equal to any theatrical Female 
in any Time, and capable of any Under- 


taking in the Province of Comedy, nay 
of deceiving, and warming into Pafſion, . 


any of her own Sex, if ſhe had been yn- 


known, and introduced as a young Baronet 


juſt returned from his Travels — but till, 
I fay, admirable and admired as ſhe was 
in this Part, I would not have any other 
Female of the Stage attempt the Character 
after her; the wearing Breeches merely 
to 5 for a Man, as is the Caſe 1 in many 
Comedies, 
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Comedies, is as far as the Metamorphoſis 
ought to go, and indeed, more than ſome 
formal Critics will allow of ; but that 
Cuſtom is eſtabliſhed into a Law, and as  - \ 
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there is great Latitude in it, it ſhould not 

be in the leaſt extended when it is, you: 

o'erſtep the Modeſty of Nature, and when 
that is done, whatever may be the Ap- 
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plauſe within Doors, you will be injured 
by Remarks and Criticiſms without. The 

following Lines of Pope, may be properly 
applied to the Subject. 


« In all, let Nature never be forgot 

« But treat the Goddeſs like a modeſt Fair, 

Nor over dreſs, nor leave her wholly bare; 

« Let not each Beauty every where be ſpy'd, 
Where half the Skill, is de to hide.“ 


The ſame Objections will hold to the 
Men aſſuming Womens Characters; each 
. Change 
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September 1760. rk : 1 


HE PEARS ann TRIUMͤPTIS 
. of PARNASSUS. A Maſque, 
werfen by Mr. Lyds Author of 
a celebratecl Poe called the 


Ae anb t th Maſic by Mr. 


Stanley. This Performance was 
an Elegy on the hte King's 


peath, and an Elogium on the 


Acceſſiom of his preſent Majeſty. 

0 35,7) Thel Ittle temripariry .Pitces, 
dena founded upon ſome 
vis | Altegory, are merely meant as 
W the Theatre, 

— 1 PE Its * 5 907 and 


and as ſuch, — paſs © off | 
without much Obſervation. 

OZober. 

THE MINOR—a Farce of two 
Acts, by Mr. Foote. This 
Piece was performed with great 
Applauſe, but with till greater 
the preceeding Summer, at the 
little Theatre in the Hay- Market. 
— This Performance was a very 
proper Attack upon the Spirit 

of Fanaticiſm, which had riſen 
to ſuch a Height that it called for 
the Power of Satire, as it grew 
ſtronger by any Exertion of the 
Civil Power. 
HONEYCOMB. A Farce of 
two Acts, by Mr. Colman. This 
was his firſt Attempt in the 
Dramatic Way: it met with Ap- 
probation the firſt Night - but 
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as Miſs Pope was a growing Fa- 
vourite, and Mrs. Kennedy hit off 


the maudlin Character of Mrs. 
Honeycumb; this Farce improved 
nightly on the Audience, and 
became an eſtabliſhed Entertain- 
ment. This was a very origi- 


nal Subject upon the Stage, and 


the pernicious 'Conſequences of 


Novel reading, and imbibing 


Paſſions from ſuch Books, was 
moſt humorouſly and properly 
expoſed. 


THE ENCHANTER, a Maſque, ſup- 


poſed to be written by Mr. Gar- 


| rick, Het to Muſic by Mr. Smith, 


and performed with Succeſs. 
This was written to ſhew to Ad- 


vantage the fine Voice of Lione, 


a Jew Boy.— He is now much 
Boe  admued, 
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and followed on par- 
ticular Days at the Synagogue. 
January 176 _— 
THE WAY TO KEEP HIM, by Mr. 
| Murphy, a Comedy lengthened 
from three into five Acts. 
Much improved and well re- 
cCeived. F | 
AR any EMELINE, a Fairy Tale, 
* Doctor Hawkfeworth, per- 
_ - formed feveral Nights with Ap- 
+ Simi Mr. Yates and Mr. 
O'Brien were : excellent in the 
ee eapital Characters. 

FE JEALOUS WIFE, Comedy, by 
Mr. Conan, acted with Succeſs. 
Ax vas obſerved by the greateſt 
Connoiſſeurs, and thoſe who re- 
member the laſt Race of great 
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11 
Actors, that no Scenes ever pro- 
duced greater Effect than thoſe 
in which Mrs. Pritchard and 
Mr. Garrick exerted their Comic 
Talents in the Characters of 
Mr. and Mrs. Oath. 
March. . : | 7 | 
ISLAND or SLAVES—a Farce, 
tranſlated from QMarivaux, 
brought to the Stage by Mrs. 
Clive, for her own Benefit, and 
performed that Night only. _ p_ 
THE REGISTER OFFICE—a Farce 
of two Acts, by Mr. Reed. 
This Author complained greatly 
0 Injuries his Piece had received 
—He has hinted at ſome in his 
Preface :—The Subject is a 
good one, and capable of a great 
deal of Humour and uſeful Sa- 
tire. 
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covENT. GARDEN 


THEATRE. 


Jankoy 1761. 
HE ' MARRIED ' LIBERTINE. 
A Comedy, by Mr. Macklin. 
This Comedy was violently op- 
poſed the firſt Night, but the 
Author (who performed the Cha- 
_ rater of the Married Libertine) | 
had Addreſs enough to carry it 
nine Nights through a continued 
Oppoſition. 6 
THOMAS any SALLY—A Ballad 
Farce, by Mr. Bickerſaff, ſet 
to Muſic by Doctor Arne. The 
Songs were well ſet, and well 
| ſung, and the Piece juſtly ap- 
plauded. 
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Approbation the Malecontents 
thought proper to withdraw their 
Oppoſition, though they could 
not ſubdue their Reſentments; 
which broke out in a very par- 
ticular Manner in. other Places. 
In Edinburgb, when this Farce 
was acted there, the party-co- 
bured Gentry collected them-: 
ſelves into ſo formidable a Body, 
that nothing but the ſpirited aſ- 
ſemblage of the Noblemen and 
Gentlemen could ſuppreſs ! and 
the Conſequence. was an Asso- 
CIATION among them to deftroy 
that ſcandalous Cuſtom of giv- 
ing Vails to Servants, which is 
the Practice of no other Nation; 
and which has been long the 
Diſgrace of theſe Kingdoms, 

when viſited by Foreigners. 


1 


'CYMBELINE, a Tragedy, written by 


SHAKESPEAR, With ſome little 


_ © Alterations, by which the Stage 


December.” 


is enriched with another excel- 
lent Play from that * Au- 
thor. . 


HEC VBA, a I cent; by a Gentleman of | 


Cambridge, ated three Nights— 


not ill treated - but neglected. — 
This Author might have taken 


the Hint from Hamlet, who ſaid, 
_ * * (near two hundred Years ago) 


What's Hecuba to Him, or Heto He- 


cuba. The Sentiments, and Dic- 


tion of this Tragedy, evidently 
prove the Author was only unhap- 


Py in the Choice of his Subject. 


8 1762. 


THE 


DRUMMER, OR THE 


- HAUNTED HOUSE, a Co- 


1 
medy, written by Mr. Addiſon. 

This Comedy was brought to 
the Managers of Drury- Lane 
Theatre about the Year 1717, 
by Sir Richard Steele, who wrote 


| a Preface to the printed Copy, 
where he owns it was not well 


received (though inimitably acted 
by all the great Comedians of 
thoſe Days) or, at leaſt, not ſo 
well as it deſerved; which he 
accounts for by obſerving that 
the Strokes therein are too de- 
licate for every Taſte in a popu- 
lar Aſſembly; and he adds that 
his Brother Sharers (Cibber, 
Wills, and Booth) were of Opi- 


nion that it was like a Picture, 
in ͤ which the Strokes were nat 
. > ,.: ſtrong enough to appear at a 


Di.iſtance. 


1 


5 J 
h Mr. Tietell, who was appoint- 
0. el by his Friend Mr. Addiſon to 
| publiſh a correct Edition of his 
Works after his Deceaſe (which 
appeared in the Year 1721) 
omitted this Comedy; which 
Bir Richard Steele ſo much re- 
| oy en that He: caſed a ſecond 
Edition of the Drummer to be 
er with an: Epiſtle to Mr. 
Carve, wherein he enlarges 
- warmly! on the Merits of the 
5 3 - and declares it to be writ- 
ten by his late excellent Friend 
Nr. Addi zen. Upon this Decla- 
2 lation it was revived by Mr. 
1 ERXRicbs Company of Comedians 
1 in Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, and tho 
A ol | ity much worſe performed, was fol- 
lowed and WOE add. 
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1 | 
From. all this we may ſee the 


peer ef Namos, and Force of 
Faſhion! but as the Influence of 


thoſe great Names is now no 
more, the Reception of this Co- 
medy from the impariial Public 


is very near what it at firſt met 


with. The Characters of Vellum 
and Abigal are admirably drawn, 
| and ſo is that of Tin/ell with true 


Humour—but the Scenes, in ge- 


neral, being rather languid in 
the Action for want of Butineſs 
and Spirit, this Comedy, tho? 
it will not ſet the Theatre in 
burſts of Laughter, will by the 


| chaſte and admirabis Repreſen. 


tation of Nature, afford great 
Entertainment in the Cloſet, 


13 The 


e AT 


' y 
£ + a 
8 * * = * 4 * 
- q 0 «as. £ 1 N AS 1 * e * lb 
2 9 Is 4 8 N ” 1 * P p 4 : 
ALT £ aw, 2 = Bow + 18 8 LOR 4 3 6 * . 22 ey . p 4 
r OY . _ 3 "x 2 Nen br. "= . j WI. enn 5 ; 
# — "4... * LOR.» oo: ei: wth OY RT So Eg 1 OD We I I OP i WO 2 % e „e 
2 5 1 J. 1 > RR ds ou» 2 1 = * 2398 er "TE . r N . 82 2 « 4 A i? " \ l 
" 4 x 2 1 : 1 E 4s 4. : 5 "x "47" * * Shs L * * OA cad” W * * „ * 27 9 I; "PW "I * HT * * g 
— k = EE wi 7 EY * Y 5 7 2 8 1 x . * 5 0 * Che” 4 "es 21 4 * 7 PI 12 
N NN r Na * AE 8 * n 3 D 8 A 255 Aa 
a 5 60 1 gn 8 9 yo 8 N 2 2 4 R 288 Aj +» + N \ 0 
" - {EH n „ 1 OA 8 * Py 4 5 . * * Eo 
, 5 S FIN! a4 


* 4 
. 
* * & ws 
- „ 


E 
The Drummer was revived at 
this Period at both Theatres, 
and confeſſedly allowed by a 
Prologue ſpoken at Covent Gar- 
den Houſe (well ſuited to the ſilly 
Occaſion) to take Advantage of 
the reigning Weakneſs of the 
People, who went in Crowds 
many Days and Nights to an 
Haunted Houſe, by what was 
called - the Cock-Lane Ghoſt—a 
Deluſion ſet on foot, and very 
ingeniouſly carried on, by a 
Girl of twelve Years of Age, 
the Daughter of the Clerk of 
St. Sepulchre s Church, who re- 
ſided in 2 ock-Lant near Smith- 
field. 
The I of this Ghoſt was 
founded on the ſudden Death of 
a young 


„ 
a young Woman, whoſe Name 
was Fanny, who lived ſome time 


before in that Family, and was 
the ſuppoſed Miſtreſs of a Gen- 


tleman, who removed her from 


thence into a I. odging in Clerken- 
well, where ſhe died—and was 
buried in that Church. 
Her Ghoſt (which was reported 
to haunt this Girl by ſtrange 
knockings and ſcratchings) was 
to inſinuate that ſome foul Prac- 


tices had been uſed to deprive 
her of Life; and to bring the 
Gentleman (as it did) into 
Trouble. br 
.: It would be incredible to re- 
late the Numbers of Perſons of 
Diſtinction that attended this 
Deluſion ! many of whom treat- 

ed 


L 24 J | 
ed it as a ſerious and moſt im- 
portant Affair ; and though ſe- 
veral very artful and proper Me- 
oy thods were tried to make the 
Diſcovery, they were for a long 
Time unſucceſsful—at laſt— 
the Girl's Father, and three or 
four others were tried in the 
King's-Bench— found guilty 
pilloried, and impriſoned. This 
| moſt effectually laid the Ghoſt; 
and is the beſt and propereſt 
Cure for every Ghoſt that may 
ariſe hereafter. 


THE SCHOOL „ ogy, LOVERS, a 
| Comedy, by William Whitehead, 


Efq. Poet Laureat. 

This Piece is an agreeable 
Performance, and very intereſt- 
| ing; 5 it -is of that Species of the 
: 4:3 . Drama 


B 
Drama which has more of the 
Pathos than the Vis comica, and 
calculated more to draw Tears 


than raiſe Laughter. However, 


there are ſome Scenes of Humor 

happily interwoven—lt is ſaid, 

to be taken in Part from a Co- 
medy of Fontenelle's, called Le 

Te ſtament.— Such is the School 

for Lovers but with the match- 

leſs Powers of a Garrick, , Cibber, 

and Clive, it was juſtly applauded. 
THE MUSICAL LADY, a Farce of 
two Acts, by George Colman, Eſq. 

This Farce was well acted, 

7 and well received. 

THE FARMER RETURNED, a Dra- 
matic Interlude. The writing 
and acting of that Character by 


Mr. Garrick, is another Inſtance | 
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of his incomparable univerſal 
Genius. CE” 

This little Piece is a pleaſing 
Picture of a Farmer and his Fa- 
mily, to whom, on his Return 
from London, he gives a humor- 
ous Deſcription of the Corona- 


tion, and a ludricous Account 


of the Folly of the Cocł-Lane 


Ghoſt juſt mentioned. — The Au- 


thor's Friend, the late celebrated 
Mr. Hogarth, gavehima Sketchof 


his Pencil for the Frontiſpiece ; 
and Mr. Garrick, in Return, 


dedicated this Interlude to him. 


E 


— — 
—— ͥ — 


COVENT- GARDEN 


THEATRE 


Sptember 1761. 


OON after the opening of this Seaſon 
died Mr. Lacy Ryan, the oldeſt Actor 
in that, or any Company: He was a 
Tragedian of the firſt Conſequence as 
to his caſt of Parts (as Hamlet, Richard, 
&c.—and the fine Gentleman in moſt of 
the Comedies— but with extraordinary 
Singularities in all;) In his Tragedy tones, 
the Sound came to the Ear like that of a 
Man half ſtrangled. As to his Qualifi- 
cations for his Parts in Comedy, in his 
Perſon he was neither handſome or gen- 
teel; and yet by the Force of Cuſtom, 
CG and 
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and long Habitude, A like Excel- 
lence was diſcovered in many of his Parts, 
particularly in Ford in the Merry Wives 
of Windſor. | 

Mr. Ryan was one of the young Actors 
that revolted from D7ury-Lane Theatre 
to join the young Manager, Mr. Rich, 
in his new Government at his Theatre- 
Royal in Lincoins-Inn-Fields about the 
Year 1716, under whoſe Management he 
died. Mr. Ryan was a Man of Senſe and 
Spirit, and in private Life well reſpected. 
Nothing new appeared in the firſt three 
Months at Covent-Garden Theatre; the 
Manager being employed in getting up a 
pompous Coronation ſuitable to the Times, 


his preſent Maj having been juſt before 
crowned. Mr. Rich had a juſt Notion of 
the public SpeFacle, viz. That no Expence 
Hould be ſpared—it ſhould be magnificent 
. | | | or 


I... 
or nothing, —His ill Health (having been 
long atflicted with the Stone) and his ac- 
curſtomed Exactneſs in ſuch like Exhibi- 
tions, delayed his Shew for ſome Time. 
| — He died in the Run of it, in the Month 
of December, at the Age of Seventy Years. 
The Father of this Gentleman was bred 
to the Law; and the firſt of the Name 
and Family that embarked in a Theatrical 
Government ; his Abilities for that under- 
taking, are fully ſet forth by Mr. Cibber 
ſen. in his Apology for his Life, who was 
well acquainted with them. — He opens 
the 8th Chapter of his Book, as follows: 


« Though the Maſter of our Theatre 
« had no Conception himſelf of Theatri- 
cal Merit, either in Authors or Actors, 
« yet his Judgement was governed by 4 
« ſaving Rule in both. He looked into 
8 : C3 ä 
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E ] 
et his Receipts for the Value of a Play, 
* and from common Fame he judged of 


* his Actors. £ 


But his Son, the late Manager, oo 
had continued in that Office without 3 


Partner above Forty Years, had very 


_ uſeful Abilities as a Performer in Panto- 


mimes, under the fe'gned Name of Lun ! 
and his excellence as an Harlequin deſerves 
a Place in the Records of the Theatre. 
He was the Inventor of the Engliſh Har- 
lequin, which is a quite different Cha- 
rater from that of the Italian. Whatever 
he undertook to deſcribe to the Audience 
was as clearly and fully underſtood, as 
Words added to the Action of others 
could expreſs. — To confirm this Opinion 


I ſhall here quote the following Lines from 


2 Prologue written by Mr. Garrick to an 
Enter- 


. 31 J 
Entertainment in which was a ſpeaking 
Harlequin. 


«© But why a ſpeaking Harlequin? 'tis wrong, 

&« The Wits will ſay to give the Fool a Tongue: 

« When Lun appear'd, with matchleſs Art and 

„% Whim, | 

He gave the Power of Speech, to every Limb; 

“ Tho' maſk'd and mute, convey'd his quick 
Intent, 5 | 

« And told in Frolic Geſtures all he meant— 

6c But now the motly Coat, and Sword of Wood, 

“Requires a Tongue to make them underſtood. 


This particular Genius, ſo well deſcribed 
in the above Lines, engaged his Atten- 
tion to Pantomimes,, for which- he had a 
true Taſte, and that neceſſary Spirit for 
Expence, without which thoſe Exhibitions 
cannot ſubſiſt ; his Succeſs therefore was 
owing to his own Perſonal Merit, becauſe 
by that Aſſiſtance he withſtood the greateſt 
© C 4 Force 
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Force of acting, and was able with an 
indifferent Company of Actors (ſometimes 
the Refuſe of the other Theatre) to leave 
at his Death a conſiderable Fortune to his 


: arnily. 


N. B. The before mentioned very pom- 
pous Repreſentation of the Corona- 
tion, brought ſeveral crouded Houſes 
—After the run of that was over, 
appeared N | 

January 1762. 


THE LYAR, a Comedy « of ches Acts, x 


by Mr. Foote. 
This petit Comedy is * 
from the French, as was Sir 
Richard Steeles Lying Lovers. 
This new Piece was well re- 
ceived by the Public. 


ARTAXERXES, an Engliſh Opera, tranſ- 


lated from an Tralian Opera of 
that 


I 
that Name: The Muſic com- 
poſed by Dr. Arne, which was 
well performed in all its Parts. 
The Excellence of the Muſic of 
this Opera, has been confirmed . 
by many crouded Audiences. 
THE COUNTERFEIT, a Farce. Au- 
| thor unknown. 
N. B. At the Concluſion of ating Plays 
this Seaſon at Drury-Lane Theatre, 
which ended the 3d of June 1762— 
the Managers agreed with Mr. Foote 
and another Gentleman, for that 
Theatre for the Performance of a 


Summer Company, under their Ma- 
nagement, and they exhibited the fol- 
lowing new Pieces. 

ALL IN THE WRONG, a 4 
taken from the Cocu Imaginaire 
of Molliere, by Mr. Murphy. 

C5 This 
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This Comedy was excellently 
well acted in all its Parts, and 
received with great Applauſe. 
THE CITIZEN, a Comedy of three 
Acts, and 
THE. OLD MAID, of two Acts. 
Both by Mr. Murphy, and 
performed on the ſame Night. 
- Theſe two Pieces were well re- 
ceived by the Audience; parti- 
cularly the Old Maid, which was 
performed very deſervedly with 
univerſal Applauſe. 
THE WI SHES, founded on the Italian 
Comedy. 
This Comedy had the good 
Fortune to captivate a certain 
| |  Nobleman lately deceaſed, who 
» engaged all the Nobility then in 
| London in its Intereſt; but no 
Power 


E | 
Power» can ſupport a Play that 
is without Dramatic Merit, on 
the Engliſh Stage. The Hero of 
this Piece is Horlequin:! he was 
the Lover and fine Gentleman; 
by his uſual Magical Powers he 
had every thing he wiſbed for—- 
but in the laſt Scene being on 
a Couch toying with his Miſtreſs, 
he wantonly (but unluckily) 
wiſhed he might be hanged, when 
a Gibbet inſtantly roſe from be- 
hind the Couch,. which drew- 
him up by: the Neck into the 
Air, where. he hung, dangling, 
a very wretched, diſmal Spec- 
tacle! The Audience, who had: 
ſhewn ſome Diſapprobation be- 
fore, took this Opportunity to- 
Join in the Execution. It muſt. 
C6 however 


1 
however be obſerved, that in 
many Scenes of this Comedy, 
there are ſome very proper ſa- 
tirical Strokes on the falſe Taſte 
and Faſhion of the Times. 

But this Article muſt not paſs 
without the following Anecdote: 
While this Comedy was in Re- 
hearſal, a printed Letter appeared 
directed to the Author R. B. 
Eſq. ſetting forth, that it had 
been rejected by Mr. Garrick, 
in the following Words. —< But 
« that any one who profeſſes 
“ himſelf a Man of Taſte, a 

« Lover of the Belles Lettres, a 
« Sovereign Critic in Dramatic 


c Performances, and one who 
« is himſelf a Dabler in the 
Buſineſs, ſhould ſo far forget 
| « himſelf, 


( # 
cc himſelf, as to reef? a Work of 
« ſo much Wit and Ingenuity, 

and ſuch inimitable Raillery ; ; 

| (again)—* I received ſuch a 
Confirmation of my Judgment 
* by the Reception it met with 
from the moſt celebrated Wits 
of the Age — It would be 
e ridiculous to ſuppoſe you any 
« longer regret the Reception it 
e met with at the Theatre“ 
meaning the Rejection by the a- 
bove named Manager, Now the 
real Truthofthe Story ſtands thus 


The late Mr. D had 
been very juſtly diſtinguiſhed in 
his Days of Manhood for his 
Taſte in the Belles Lettres— 
but juſt at this Time, being 
created Lord M=—--— at the 

Verge 
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r 
Verge of Fourſcore, this Co- 
medy was put into his Hands 
for his Patronage, which touch- 
ing the old Cauſe, and ſtriking 
5 hard on the String of Vanity, 
1 his Lordſhip teazed and ſolicited 
all the Men of Quality he could 
come at to aſſiſt him to ſupport 
this Work of Merit. —Many 
Lords did attend the firſt Night's. 
Performance; the Reception 
the three firſt Acts met with was 
favourable, but towards the 
Concluſion, a general Diſappro- 
bation aroſe which continued to 
the End: And what was the 
Conſequence? A very thin Au- 
dience came to the ſecond Per- 
formance and to the third (the 
Author's Night) a much worſe 
5 Dunder 
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—under Charges! Thus fell. 
this great Phenomenon, about 
which ſuch Wonders were relat- 
ed, and our Expectations ſo 
highly raiſed, 


| ] 


DR UR Y LANE 
THEATRE. 


September 1762. 
IHE WITCHES, ne 
. | compoſed by Mr. Love, per- 
| 4 formed with SR. 
THE TWO GENTLEMEN or VERO- 
| - NA, a Comedy, written by Shake-' 
: | 1 NT ſpear, reviſed with Alterations 
A | and Additions by Mr. Vigor. 
5 When this Comedy was adver- 
tized to be printed by Mr. Tanſon, 
with the Alterations and Addi- 


tions, the Public were promiſed 
a Preface, containing critical Re- 
marks on the numerous Editors 
of Shakeſpear's Works; but, for 
ſome private Reaſons, that Pre- 


L 
face was ſuppreſſed; and the 
following Advertiſement alone 
was printed before the Play. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

« IT is the general Opinion that this Co- 
« medy abounds with Weeds; and there 
« is no one, I think, will deny who pe- 
6 ruſes it with Attention, that it is adorned 
« with ſeveral poetical Flowers, ſuch as 
_ « the Hand of Shakeſpeer alone could raiſe. 
The rankeſt of thoſe Weeds I have en- 
« deavoured- to remove; but was not a 
< little ſolicitous leſt I ſhould go too far, 
and, while I fancied myſelf grubbing up 
ea Weed, ſhould heedleſsly cut the Threads 
« of a Flower. The other Part of my 
« Deſign, which was to give a greater 
2 Uniformity to the Scenery, and a Con- 
e nection and Conſiſtency to the Fable 

„(which 
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(which in many Places is viſibly wanted) 
« will be deemed of more Importance, if 
« it ſhould be found to be executed with 
« Succeſs. 

« As to the two additional Scenes of 
% Launce and Speed in the laſt Act, I ſhall 
« leave them to the candid Judges of Pra- 
e matic Compoſition, whether they CON- 


4 tribute any thing to the Repreſentation, 


« or afford any Amuſement to the Reader.“ 
I cannot find upon the ſtricteſt 
Enquiry, this Comedy was ever 


4 _ cted ſince the Time of its immor- 


tal Author; it is, undoubtedly, 
one of the moſt weak and irregular 
of his Plays; which, I ſuppoſe; 
occaſioned the following ſevere. 
Sentence from one of Shakeſpear's- 

© numerous Editors T. hat the 
„ Two GENTLEMEN of VERONA. 
| % . 


1 
« was not written by bim; but 
After his Death, foiſted in by 
« the Baan, to ſivell the 
% Volume.“ 
It is clear that none of the 
F olio Editions of Shakeſpear's 
Plays were printed during his 
Life ; and fo careleſs were the 
Perſons who had the Direction 
of the Preſs, that they printed | 
the Prompter's Notes in the Mar- 
gin (where Tables and Chairs 
are quoted) to direct the Stage- 
Keepers to be in Readineſs 
againſt the changing the Scenes. 
Such groſs Errors, and the Li- 
berties taken by the Actors of 
; altering Paſſages, agreeable to 
their Conceptions, called aloud 
for an Editor of Taſte and 


Judgment! 


TE: 
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Judgment ! but then that choſen 
one ought to have been bleſſed 

with a true Knowledge of his 
Author's Genius and Stile; had 
he been ſo qualified, he muſt have 
ſeen ſuch evident Marks in many 
Scenes in the Comedy in queſ- 
| tion, to have convinced him it 
was the genuine Hand of that | 
. ym Maſter. 
I was greatly obliged to Mr. 13 
Garrick's Friendſhip to, employ 
me in this arduous undertaking, 
as his ſole Motive was to do me 
Service; I had the Happineſs 
14 to ſucceed ſo far as to obtain his 
Approbation, and the ſame Fa- 
vour from the Public; but I 
was ſorry to find after I had 
ſurmounted the Difficulties 1 
"56 Re met 
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met with in the Scenery, and 
had happily introduced Launce 
and Speed in the laſt Act, that 
the Fable appears rather too 
weak to claim the due Attention 
of an improved Audience. That 
was not in my Power to amend. 


It was performed five Nights 
with Succeſs; but on the fixth 
(which according to Theatrical 
Cuſtom belongs to the Author 

of the Alterations) a very extra- 
ordinary Event happened. A 
Sett of young Men, who called 
themſelves the Town, had con- | 
ſulted together, and determined 
to compel the Manazers to ad- 
mit them, at the End of the 
third Act, at half Price to every 

Performance, except in the Run 


2 — 


1 
. of a new Pantomime! and they 
choſe to make that Demand on 
the ſixth Night of the Two Cen- 
tlemen of Verona, though it was 
printed on the Day-Bills, far 
the Benefit of the Author of the 
Alterations. It appeared after- 
wards a Rumour prevailed that 
Mr. Garrick was the Author 0 
for, it muſt be ſuppoſed, they 
were ignorant of the Outrages 
they were committing on private 
Property; however, the Per- 
formance of the Play was actu- 
ally forbid, and the Money 
(after the amount taken at the 
ſeveral Offices) returned to the 
Audience: My Redreſs was 
undoubtedly to be obtained 
either from the Leader of this 
| Troop 
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Troop (who was well known) or 
the Managers; but as the Rio- 
ters did much greater Damage 
to Covent-Garden Theatre, on 
the ſame Occaſion, and as thoſe 


in the Direction there, choſe to 


give up all manner of Redreſs; 
the Managers of Drury-Lane 
were too wile to ſtand a Proſecu- 
tion alone, therefore they fol- 
lowed the bad Example; and 
were ſo honourable to pay me 
one hundred Pounds, which was 
about the clear Sum, above the 
Charge. of the Houſe, on that 
ſixth Night. 


THE SPRING, a Puſteal, the Muſic 


by Mr. Handell and other emi- 
nent Maſters.—It was well per- 
formed, and approved by the 

S 2 e few 
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few who were Judges, and lovers 
of Muſic:— But theſe elegant 
Performances appear too languid 
after a Play, for the Galleries. 
Mr. Norris, now an excellent 
Tenor in the Oratorios, made 
his firſt e in the above 
Paſtoral. 


THE MAGICIAN OF THE MON. 


TAIN, a new Pantomime, by 
Guerini, from Italy, who per- 
formed the Pantaloon, diſliked 
the firſt Night. It ſeems, the 
filly Tricks that divert an Italian 
. are too low and trifling, to pleaſe 
even an Engliſhman diſpoſed to 
favour the H Ps. EL 


| CONE 1763. 
ELVIRA, * Tragedy, by Mr 6 Mallet, 


taken from on famous Ines de 
. Caſtro. 


E 8 

| Caſtro. The Story of this Tra- 

gedy was originally taken from 
a Play- in the Spamſp Language. 

This Tragedy was performed 

ſeveral Nights with Succeſs, Mrs. 
Cibber, and Mr. Garrick, acting 

the principal Characters. 


THE DISCOVERY, a Comedy, by 


Mrs. Sheridan, performed ſeven- 
teen Nights with great Applauſe, | 
Mr. Sheridan (though not en- 
gaged this Seaſon at any Theatre) 
acted the Part of Lord Medway 
in his Wife's Comedy, for which 
the Managers gave him the Six- 
teenth Night for his own Bene- 
fit: Mrs. Sheridan had the Merit 


of inventing her own Fable, and 


" introducing two new Characters, 
dir Harry and Lp Flutter, ; 


Vow III. 5 two 


Fg 
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two young married People both 
under Age, and both ridiculouſly 
unhappy: Sir Anthony Branville 
was a Character entirely new to 


Mr. Garrick ; im his other 


comic Chanafiers ba is remark- 
able for his great Eaſe, Spirit, 
and Expreſſion, in this he ſeem'd 
utterly to have extinguiſh'd his 
natural Talents, and aſſum'd a 


dry, ſtiff, Manner, with an im- 
moveable Face, and thus ex- 


© tracted from this pedantic Object 
_ (who affum'dievery Paſſion with- 
out: ſhewing a Spark of any in 


his Action or Features) much 


MN Entertainment for the Audience, 


and great Credit for the Author, 
and Actor. | 


— — 


COVENT- GARDEN ; 


THEATRE. 


'OVE MA VILLAGE, 4 Ballad 
Opera, by Mr. Bickerſtaff. 
The Tunes iñ this Opera were 
choſen and adapted by Doctor 
Arne, and the favourite Singer, 
Miſs Brent, appeared in it to 
great Advantage—All the other 
Characters were well perform'd. 
Eon which Account it was 
acted as many Nights as the ce- 
lebrated Beggar's Opera when 1t 
firſt appeared, and with as gene- 
ral Applauſe. This Piece is 
taken from the Village Opera, by 
Mir. Charles Jobnſon, acted at 
LY, „ Drury- 
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DR UR VL AN E 


THEATRE * 
\HE 15th of September 1763, the Day 
of opening the Theatre Royal in 
Dion: Mr. Garrick, by the Advice 
of his Phyſician, left London to take the 


Tour of Italy leaving his Brother, Mr. 


George Garrick as his Agent, to aſſiſt the 
premier Patentee, James Lacy, Eſq. in the 


Management; and Mr. Powel!' (who had 
his Inſtructions the Summer before) with 


| Mr. Holland, to act the principal Charac- 


17 - o a . . s = 
ters, 'till his a wich was in the 


Month of A 1765.” 
Neu. 1% ᷑ꝶ. 1 nie ine 
PHILASTER, reviv'd, a. Play of Beau- 
| mont and Fletcber's; and eſteem'd 
DEE 


: 
2 qr agy*s 
8 - 


Em 


E „% 
the beſt of their ſerious Produc- 
tions.— This Play was alter'd, 
and adapted to the preſent, im- 
prov'd, Stage, by George Col. 
man, Eſq ; for the Introduction 
of Mr. Powell in the Character 
| of Philaſter, a young Adven- 
turer—and the Play, but parti- 
cularly the Actor, met with 
univerſal Applauſe. 3 
LOVE AT FIRT SIGHT, a Farce of 
two Acts, by Mr. King Come- 
| dian, acted with Succeſs. 
THE DEUCE IS IN HIM, a Farce of 
two Acts, by George Colman, 
Eq. an excellent petite Piece: 
The Hint of Colonel 7. amper's 
Suſpicion, and the Trial of his 
Miſtreſſe's Conftancy, by his 
4 IIS Loſs of an Eye and 
Leg, 


1 3s 1 

Leg, is taken from one of the 
Tales of Marmontel, and well im- 
prov'd by Mr. Colman — This 
Farce was perform'd ſeveral 
Nights with great Applaule. 


January 1764. 5 {ns LB 
THE DOCK; a Comedy. 


Though I delivered my Opi- 
nion of this Comedy, to my 
Friend the Authoreſs in its Diſ- 


flavour, before it went to tlie 
Stage; yet the Fate it met with 


there ſurpriz d me! I expected it 
to be, in general, diſliked, but 
not treated with III- nature, as 


it was known to be the Work of 


a Lady, whoſe former Comedy 
and other Productions had been 
well received by the Public. 
| The Groupe of Characters (and 
5 % ns 


1 
whole Buſineſs of this Comedy) 
are of a diſagreeable Caſt; there 
is, however, ſome Merit in the 
bold Attempt at drawing a new 
Character, and of 1 inventing her 
own Fable; which few of our 
modern Authors dare truſt to, | 
but ſhamefully fly to the French 
for Aſſiſtance.— There was one 
3 A * Cite (I think one of the Re- 
„ B vVvuoiewers) that politely conyeyed 
r. F in tue 1 i 
Words. « Mrs. f Sberidan has - 
<« only faibd i& the drawing = 
=. ſuch, Character; which, as a 
« Cao of Repuration, My 
6 could not be 9 _ 
1764. | 
THE RITES or HECATE, OR HAR- 
8 LEQUIN FROM THE MOON, 
7 Pantomime, by Mr. Love. 


1 


L 7 
| This Entertainment was like 
moſt of thoſe Exhibitions; but 
as it was followed, and added to 


the Receipts of the Houſes, 
every End was anſwered, and ali 
Parties concerned ſatisfied. 


THE ROYAL SHEPHERD, an Enghſb 


| Opera, compoſed by Mr. Ruſßb. 
Mr. Ruſh was admitted, by the 
Judges of Multc, to have done 


his Duty, and ſhewed himſelf a 


Maſter of : Compoſition. This 


Opera was well received, but ne- 


glected. 


J. B. This Opera was * laſt of the 
Novelties of this Seaſon; which 


proved a very ſucceſsful. one. 
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100 2d ater my 


by Mr. Rolt, and ſet to Muſic 
by Mr. Michael Arne, and Mr. 
1 Battifoall. his Opera, though 
tit met with a favourable Recep- 
tion, was performed but ſix 
. to 85 . e 2 
28th. © 
CAPRICIOUS LOVERS, a comic Ope- 
ra, written by the late Mr. Ro- 
, bert Licyd, and ſet to Muſic by 
Mr. Ruſp.—The Plot was taken 
from the French, moſtofthe Songs 
„ . 


LMENA, a ſerious 1 written 


my 
were well written, but the Fable 
in the laſt Act, too much neglect- 
ed. This Opera was perforn'd 
nine N ights, and the Muſic, in 
general, well approw d. | 
_ 24th January 1765, 
THE PLATONIC WIFE, a Comedy: 
| This Piece was written by Mrs: 
Griffith, a Lady well known and 
'- admired in the literary World, 
on Account of the Part ſhe 
bore in the ingenious Corref- 
bpondence between Henry and 
Frances, in two Volumes, which 
had been publiſh'd ſome Time 
—13 2 before the acting this Play. 
— gives 3 
in her Preface, is in the following Words. 
The Hint of this Piece was taken from 


« one of the Contes Moraux of Marmontel, 
De . 8 ſtiled 
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« ſtil'd LD Heureux Divorce, the Foible ridi- 
« culed in the Tale is, perhaps, the only 
« one imputed to our Sex, which has never 
<« yet been expoſed by a theatrical Repre- 
« ſentation; it is a Simplicity, not a Co- 
quetry—it is the Error of a delicate and 
elevated Mind, unacquainted with the 
« Manners: of real Life, or the general 
« Frame of the human Heart. 
The Novel was too barren of Incident” 
to furniſh out an Entertainment for the 
4 Stage vwhich obliged: me to contrive an 
« entire Under- plot, and introduce ſeveral 
new Characters into the Comedy, which 
] ſhall not take up the Reader's Time to 
« point out here, but ſubmit this Perform 
£ ance to the Candor and C lemency of the 
« Public, after having, perhaps, too ad- 
yi 2 haz arded their Criticiſm and 


ane, e I 


14 
This Comedy was too ſeverely 
treated by the Audience the firſt 
Night of its Repreſentation, 
owing to the following Circum- 


ſtances and Accidents. — The 


Character of the Heroine, and 
the Title of the Play did not 
perfectly agree—ſhe was not a 
Platonic but a Romantic Wife, 
| who had taken a Diſguſt at her 
| Huſband for having abated of 
the Attention, and Gallantries 
of the Lover after Marriage! 
The low Characters introduced 
into the Drama, was a forced 
Stile of Writing in the Author, 
who appears to have been wholly 
unacquainted with vulgar Lite. 
But the principal Misfortune | 
was occaſioned by the Accident 
of 


1 

( of two Portraits, upon which the 
1 intereſting Part of the Fable was 
dto turn; having been got up 
frrather in too much Haſte, they 
| failed of their intended Effect; 
however, every Objection that 

+ had been hinted at by the Au- 
dience was obviated, as far as 
pioſſible, againſt the ſecond Re- 
preſentation; and as the Comedy 
is not without Merit in the Stile, 

+: Sentiment, and Moral, it re- 
ceeived the Approbation of five 

— Pee - ſucceſlive Audiences. | 
THE TUTOR, a Farce of two Ads, 
ES the Author unknown. This 

- Performance was treated as it 

| deſerved: the firſt Night” 8 Au- 

dience gave it ſtrong Marks of 

Dis favour- but the ſecond ſeem'd 

: bs | to 


5 


to repeat it with ſuch Violence, 
that nothing but a Promiſe from 
the Stage, that it ſhould be acted 
no more after that Night, could 
procure it a Hearing. 
PHARNACES, a ſerious Opera, written 
by Mr. Hull, and ſet to Muſic 
by Mr. Bates; well receiv'd, but | 
and perform'd ſix 
Nights to thin Audiences. 


neglected 


I will venture to make this Obſervation 
upon ſerious Operas—that notwithſtanding 
the great Succeſs ſome have met with, and. 
the Encouragement given by People of 
Faſhion to that exotic Entertainment (whe- 
ther exhibited in 7talian or Enghſh) they 
are not, or ever can be adapted to the 
Engliſh Taſte, in general. 
THE CHOICE, aF arce of two Acts. 
got up for the Benefit of Mrs. 
Yates. 


11 

Yates, This little Comedy (for 
it could with no Degree of Pro- 
priety be call'd a Farce) was well 
acted, and well receiv'd; and as 
it has never ſince appear'd, either 
on the Stage, or in Print, it was 
ſuppoſed to be. ſent forth, at that 

Time, to ſerve Mrs; 7 ates, and 
try its Worth. 8 


\ 


COVENT- GARDEN 
THEATRE 


| PPEARS to > be, at this dons the 92 
Seat of Muſic and Eugliſb Operas: 
| — the Management of the late 
Mr. Rich, it was Juſtly diſtinguiſhed for 
e now, under the Direction 
of his Son- in-Lawi Mr. Beard, Mufic muſt 
* have its Reign, and be properly ſupported 
by the beſt Engl; 72 Singers; — the firſt new 
muſical Performance chis Tear was, 
Nov. 1764. 
THE GUARDIAN OUTWITTED, 
a Comedy of five Acts, inter- 
ſperſed with Songs for all the 
: Characters. | 


Doctor 
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Doctor Arne, (who is undoubtedly one 
of our firſt Geniuſes in Muſic) was the 
Compoſer of the Songs, but denies being 
the Author of this ſtrange, medley Per- 
formance: - His appearing the firit Night 
at the Harpſicord, to attend his Muſic, as 
ufual, brought this Difgrace upon him, 
and the Minor Critics, upon this Informa- 
tion alone, abuſed him unmercifully in 
Epiſtles, Epigrams, Songs, and TR” 
phlets, . | 
NO ONE%s ENEMY BUT HIS WN, 
MEL Comedy of three Ads, and, 
WHAT WE MUST ALL COME TO, 
a Comedy of two Acts ;—it was 
ſaid, that Party interfered to 
condemn theſe two Pieces very 
undeſervedly. . 
MIDAS, a Burleſque Opera. This 


Opera was written, and the Mu- 
fic 


1 J. 
fic for the Songs A and 
adapted by Mr. O'Hara, a Gen- 
tleman of Ireland, of great Taſte 
and Knowledge in Muſic :—It 
was firſt performed at the 
Theatre Royal in Dublin, with 
Applauſe; which has been con- 
jimed by the Audiences of- 
. 
ABSENT MAN, a Farce, 'by Mr. Bicker- 
Haff. This little Piece met with 
a favourable Reception. 5 
SHEPHERD's ARTIFICE, a Paſtoral. 
ALEXANDER THE. LITTLE, a 
| Farce, Very little known. 
SPANISH LADY, 4 Ballad Farce. 
This little Piece was written by 
Mr. Hull, and perform'd on his 


own Benefit Night—and (as a 
| Proof 
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Proof it has Merit) ſeveral 
Times ſince with Succeſs. 

SUMMER" TALE, a Comedy of three 
Acts.— T he Story, or Fable of 
this little Comedy is pleaſing, 

and the Songs well written; 

which was the general Opinion 

of the Audience, who gave it a 
favourable Reception And 

ſurely the Author's modeſt Mot- 

to, Vox et præterea mihi muſt 
diſarm the critical Reader from 

* exerciſing his 2 25 in the 
ER Cloſet. 27 
| THE MAID OF- THE MII; L, a Dra- 
matic Opera, by Mr. Bickerſtaff 
This Gentleman choſe and 
adapted the Mulic to his Songs, 
and chiefly from Talian Bur- 


| lettas.— The Parts were all ex- 
tremely 


1 1 
tremely well perform'd, and 
provd an agreeable Entertain- 
ment: — It was receiv'd by the 
Audience with univerſal Ap- 
plauſe, and had a Run of 


Thirty-five Nights to crowded 
Houſes. 


* 
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DRURY LANE © 
T H E A T R E. 
8th Oober 1765. 
APHNE AND AMINTOR, a 
Dramatic Paſtoral. —This was 
the Oracle, brought on' the Stage 
by Mrs. Cibber, about fifteen 
Years ago, and tranſlated by her 


from the Fremh.—As ſhe per- 
formed this little elegant Piece, 
it was acted ſeveral Times at 
both Theatres, andat the Theatre 
Royal in Dublin, with great Suc- 
ceſs. Mr. Bickerſtlaff ſaw it 
lately on the French Stage at 
Paris, and was charm'd with it 


there: Says in his Preface, that 
„5 
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1 
he has tranſlated and enriched it 
With ſeveral Songs for all the 
Characters, adapted to Tralian 
Muſic—and by the happy Fi- 
gure and excellent Performance 
of Miſs Wrigbi (now Mrs. Arne) 
this Piece was exhibited Twenty- 
three Nights with nt Succeſs, 
oth December. 
THE PLAIN DEALER, a cad 
| alter'd from Wycherly—by Mr. 
- Bickerſtaff, —The Plain Dealer 
of Wycherly was efteem'd the 
Chef duvre of all his Works, 
and a conſtant Stock Play *till 
_ theſe laſt Thirty Years::—But, to 
the Honour of the preſent Age, 
no ſuch groſs Scenes as are in the 
Old Play will be endured :—Mr. 
Bickerftaff has not only made this 
— Comedy 
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b | Comedy decent, but entertain- 
v" * ing: Let the ſeverer Critics ſay 
; 0 | | ö (but unjuſtly) it is like reform- 
1 ing an old Libertine, and leaving 
ul him dull and inſipid ;—yet, 
| ii ſurely, it | is a public Benefit to 
g [ correct the Vices of an agreeable 
'ft L Libertine, though the Operation 
\ c in ſome Meaſure might lower his : 
| Spirits. 5 1 
1 6th Jan. „ 
THE HERMIT, os HARLEQUIN 
4 aT RHODES, a new Panto- 
| mime—compoſed by Mr. Love, 
| &. This Exhibition was much 
| followed, and brought ſeveral 
L Il crowded Houſes, and the Succeſs 
if chiefly owing to the Reports our 


* News- papers were, at that Time, 
SH ___ filled with, of the French 
1 | x ES wild 


6 


wild Beaſt, that was devouring 
(and yet purſued by) Children. 
 — This wild Beaſt was happily 
introduced in this Pantomime, 

purſued by Boys, led on by a 
Frenchman.—At laſt the Beaſt 
made his Re-entry, and ran a- 
croſs the Stage with the poor 
Frenchman in his Mouth, to the 
great Joy of the Pit, Box, and 
Galleries. rs. 


5 eb. E 
THE CLANDESTINE MARRIAGE, 


Vor- III. . E The 


a Comedy, by George Colman, 
and David Garrick, Eſqrs; per- 
formed with great Applauſe, and 
continues to this Day a favourite 
Comedy. What leſs can be ex- 
pected from the Dramatic part- 
- nerſhip of two ſuch Geniuſes ?— 


1 


The Part of Lord Ogleby was 
plan'd and written by Mr. 
Garrick, and intended to be 
perform'd by himſelf :- But 
after his Travels into 1taly for 
his Health, and his Return after 
two Years to the Stage, having 
determined to perform in no 
New Play, becauſe the Run 
might be attended with Fatigue 
and Inconvenience to him—He 
very wiſely gave up this capital 
Part to Mr. KING -a Comedian 
of riſing Merit; who, by his 
excellent Performan ce of Lord 
| Ogleby, eſtabliſhed his Reputation. 
F ALSTAFF 's WEDDING, a Comedy, 
by Mr. Kenrick,—brought on 
the Stage by Mr. Love, on his 
own Benefit N ight, and well 
| received 


4 
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received by the Audience. The 
Critics allowed the Character of 
Sir Jobn Falſtaff was well imi- 
tated; and the Stile and Manner 
of Shakeſpeare, better ſupport- 
ed in ſeveral Scenes, than by 
any Author that has made the 
ſame Attempt. | 
THE HOBBY HORSE, a Farce of two 
Acts. — This Hobby Horſe, not 
proving the Hobby Horſe of 


the Audience, it was acted that 


5 8 8 80 
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n 
Feb. 2766. 28 
HE DOUBLE. MISTAKE, a Co- 
medy, by Mrs. Griffuh. 
1 „ hie 7 ed Play met with a reverſed 
„Fate of her Platunic Wife : Her 
3; 1 Private Friends adviſed her very 
prudently to conceal herſelf. 
And though it was favourably 
received by thoſe who preſided 
at that Theatre as Managers, 
the Actors who were caſt into 
the Parts, gave it an unfayour- 
able Report, a Fault they ought 


never to commit; however, the 
firſt 


1 7 1 


firſt Night's Audience differed 
with them in Opinion, and 
gave it great Applauſe! The 
Story is pleaſing, and the Ex- 
pectation, by two or three lucky 
Incidents, kept up to the Ca- 
taſtrophe: It was performed 
Twelve Nights, with "m_ 
Approbation. b 
THE ACCOMPLISHED MAID. 
This muſical Performance 1s 
2 Tranſlation of the celebrated 
Burletta, performed with great 
Succeſs at the Opera Houſe 
called ia Bona Figlinola—which 
this Tranſlator has transformed 
into the Accompliſped Maid, but 
this Alteration in Title and Stile 
of Muſic, &c. ſoon procured a 
colder Reception from the Pub- 
— lic 


(78 7 


lic in Covent- Garden, how the 
Good Girl met with in the Hay- 
| Market, _ 
THE SCHOOL FOR GUARDIANS, 
bf Comedy. 
This Comedy is taken from 
two French Plays, by a Gen- 
i tleman who has written ſeveral 
ſucceſsful Pieces: But this 
Performance met with a cool 


7 Reception. 

THE PERPLEXITIES, a Comedy, and 

FAIRY F AVOUR, both by Mr. Hull. 

The Fairy Favour is a little 
muſical Paſtoral, taken from 
* Shakeſpeare's Fairies, and intend- 

ed as a Compliment to the young 
Prince of Woles, at his firſt go- 

ing to Covent-Garden Theatre. 


11 
LOVE IN THE CITY; 4a Dramat ic 
| Opera. 


This Performance met with an 
unfavourable Reception. The 
Audience expected better Enter- 


tainment from the Author of the | 


Maid of the Mill. | 

N. B. The Entrance of this Vear 1766, 

was made remarkable by the Death 

of two illuſtrious Perſonages in the 

Drama, Mrs. Cid ber, and Mr. Quin. 

en the goth of January, Mrs. 

Cibber departed this Life. She was 
born in the Year 1715. 

Every Age, or Half 33 kin their 
favourite, celebrated Actor, or Actreſs: 
Mrs. Cib ber very juſtly enjoyed that Hap- 
pineſs for more than twenty Years; the 
firſt Part this Actreſs appeared in was 


Z ara, then tranſlated from Yoltazre, by 
| E 4 Aaron 
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Aaron Hill, Eſq... in the Year 17 34—and 
at her firſt Appearance became a favourite 
with the Public. 


As had been very early gs with 
the Families of the Arnes and the Cibbers 


—] knew her Marriage with Mr. T beophilus 
Cibber was very much againſt her Inclina- 
tion; and the Misfortunes that atrended.-it 
(of which the Public were at the Time fully 
informed) interrupted her Progrels 1 in the 
Buſineſs of the Stage for many Years : But 
for the laſt Twenty, ſhe remained in the 
quiet Poſſeſſion of all the capital C haracters, 
and in the Hearts of the enamoured Pub- 
lic! Her Voice was muſically plaintive 
in Parts of Softneſs and Diſtreſs, ſhe ap- 
peared truly amiable without being re- 
markable for Beauiy, . or Elegance 


7 Wy. 


co 
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In the School for Lovers, ſhe performed 
the Part of Cælia, whoſe Age is men- 
tioned in the Play to be Sixteen and 
Mrs. Cibber was admitted to become the 
Character by the niceſt Obſervers, though 
ſhe was at that Time, approaching to Fifty 
This ſtrange, ſeeming Abſurdity, was en- 
tirely owing to that uncommon Symmetry, 
and exact Proportion in her Form, that 
happily remained with her to her Death. 
About a Month before ſhe. died, the 
Comedy of the Provob d Wife was com- 
manded by their Majeſties, to ſee Mr. Gar- 
rick in Sir Jobn Brate after his Return from 
Taly, where he had been two Years. Mrs. 
Cibber appeared in the Part of Lady Brute. 
This was her laſt, and, I am uy to yy 
her worſt Performance. 


Of all the Variety and Fxtent of the 


Tragic Paſſions, I know of none equal to 
E 5 * that 


„ 
that of Conſtance in King Jobn; Mrs. Cibber 
ſurpaſſed all that have followed her in that 
Character. When ſhe enter'd with diſ- 
ſhevel'd hair, and Wildneſs in her Eyes! 
having loſt her Ton—< Her pretty Arthur!“ 
The Cardinal, and others attempting to 
comfort her—ſhe ſunk on the Ground— 
and. looking round with a dignified Wild- 
neſs and Horror! ſaid, 


Here I, and Sorrow fit !—this is my Throne !— 
Let Kings come bow to it—!?”? 


Nothing that ever was exhibited, could 
exceed this Picture of Diſtreſs! And no- 
thing that ever came from the Mouth of 
Mortal was ever ſpoken with more dignified 
Propriety ! The late Mrs. Wefmngton, 
who was excellent in many Parts of this 
Character, could never ſucceed in this 
particular Paſſage. Mrs. Cibber never 
executed it without a Burſt of Applauſe 

from 


TT 

from the whole Audience! With Mrs. 
We Ng ton it was leſs noticed than many. 
other Parts of that Character and though 
T had the Pleaſure of being very intimate 
with” that agreeable Actreſs, and often 
mentioned this Circumſtance to her, and 
have been often with her, when ſhe has 
tried to execute what I have deſcribed, yet 
on the Stage it ever failed. 

I have endeavoured to grve a very faint 
Idea of Mrs. Cibber's Excellence in Con- 
ſtance ! But who can be capable of convey- 
ing to thoſe who have not had the delightful 
Satisfaction of ſeeing her, the peculiar 
Looks of Diſtreſs ! and the Powers of her 
Action, when ſhe was fully animated with 
her Character? The Painter's Art lives on 
the Canvas—but the 4or's muſt die with 
him ! This Truth is feelingly convey'd in 
the following Lines, which were introduced 

E 6 — 
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in the Prologue, written by Mr. Garrick, 
to the Comedy of the Clandeftine Marriage, 
which, at the ſame Time, bears the beſt 
Teſtimony to the Merits of his Contem- 
poraries, Mr. Quin and Mrs. Cibter —— 


The Painter + dead, yet ſtill he charms the ye; 

While England lives, his Fame can never die : 

But He, who ſtruts his Hour upon the Stage, 

Can ſcarce extend his Fame to half an Age; 

Nor Pen, nor Pencil, can the Actor ſave, 

The Art, and Artiſt, ſhare one common Grave. BW 
O let me drop, one tributary Tear, 

On poor Jack FaLsTaryr's Grave, and 2 8 


Bier! 
You, to their Worth, muſt Teſtimony give; 


*Tis in your Hearts alone their Fame can lie. 
Still as the Scenes of Life will ſhift away, 
The ſtrong Impreſſions of their Art decay: 


8 * aa * * Eg r 
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I HocarT#y—whoſe excellent Paintings of Marriage & 
la-Mede, gave the Hint to the Authors of the Clandeſtine 


Marriage. 


BA. 
Your Children cannor feel what you have known; 
They'll boaſt of Quius and Cibbers of their own. 
The greateſt Glory of our happy Few, 
Is to be felt, and be approv'd by You. 


Mrs. Cibber was privately buried in Neft. 
minſter Abbey, and her Pall | e * 
Perſons of great Diſtinction. 


2 In the March following died at Bath (to 
which Place he had wiſely retired for many 
Years,) the CELEBRATED Mr. James Quin, | 
in the Seventy-third Year of his Age. If 
the complete Performance of one ſingle 
Part in the long Liſt of the Drama, can 
give an Actor a juſt Title to that Epithet, 
he enjoyed it with great Truth, for he was 
inimitable in the Character of Falſtaff. 
After Mr. Booth left the Stage in the 
Tear 1728, Mr. Quin became the principal 
Actor in Tragedy; and a few Years bring- 
ing a new Set of Auditors to the Theatre, 
5 who 


Bo. 
who never {aw a better, he was ſoon eſta- 
bliſhed the moſt eminent of his Profeflion : 
— But I muſt here obſerve, though I have 
only mentioned his FarsTary as INIMIT- 
ABLE, that he had great Merit in the 
Spaniſh Fryer — Comus—the Duke in Meaſure 
For Meafure— Aſap, and ſome other Parts 
of that Caſt. Thus he remained 'till the 
Appearance of Mr. Garrick ! When that 
Star ſhone forth in the Theatrical Hemiſ- | 
phere, Mr. Quin's Luſtre, as a Tragedian, 
ſoon began to diminiſh ; and his Manner 
to be called antiguated though he was not 
above the Age of Fifty! And thus by 
him the Old Stils of Acting (as the * 
| T. came into Diſrepute. 

Quin, who was famous for Bons 
ee he found Mr. Garrick was fol- 
lowed, and brought crouded Houſes, ſaid, 
That Garrick was a new Religion, Whit- 
field 
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feld was followed for a Time, but they 
would all come to Church again. 
Mr. Garrick gave him the Retort cour- 


teous, in the following Reply: 


0 Pope-Duin, who damns all Churches but his own, 
„ Complains that Hereſy, corrupts the Town; 
« That Yhitfield-Garrick has miſled the Age, 
« And taints the ſound Religion of the Stage; 
« Schiſm, he cries, has turn'd the Nation's Brain, 
But, Eyes will open, and to Church again!“ 
Thou great Infallible !—forbear to roar, 
Thy Bulls, and Errors, are rever'd no more; 


When Doctrines meet with general Approbation, 
It is not Hereſy, but Reformation. 


I was ſeldom abſent from Mr. Quin's 
principal Performances in the prime Part 
of his Life — from Thirty to Forty. — At 
that Age whatever Genius the Actor is 
bleſs'd with, muſt be fully brought forth. 
— He was then at the Head of the Lincoln's 
Inn Fields LI" where he generally 


per- 


: 

* 

N 

f 
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: 
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- 41 
perform'd his principal Characters to in- 
different Houſes.— And indeed when he 
appeared in the ſame Parts that were then 


acted at Drury - Lane Theatre, by Mr. 
Booth, it ceaſed to be a Wonder! Now, 


if Mr. Quin ſtood thus with the Town 
when in his prime of Life, I ſhall teave 
my Reader to judge how capable he was 


in his Decline, of conveying a Sample of 


any old Manner of Acting, but his own |! 
If Mr. Booth was unable to deſcribe Mr. 


Betterton's Excellence (as I have heard him 


ſay) Lam ſure Mr. Quin was in no Degree 
able to give the leaſt Shadow of Mr. 


Booths | 

Some of Mr, Quin? s Friends with whom 
he ſometimes correſponded, have aſſured 
me, he was deficient in Literature, and 
laugh'd at thoſe who read Books, by way of 


— after Knowledge, ſaying, He read 
Men 


1 * 
Awake the World was the beſt Book. 
Elf this was true, what an amazing 
Strength of natural Parts muſt he have 
been bleſs'd with, to be able to make the 
Figure he did as a Man of Senſe and 
Genies! 

From the Death of Mr. Booth, in th 
Year 1733, to the powerful Appearance of 
Mr. Garrict (a Period of ten or twelve 
Tears) Mr. Quin was the firſt in the Pro- 


feſſion, and then began to make his For- 


tune; I am well informed his Power 
was ſo great as to demand 800 Pounds 
x- Tear Salary; which Mr. Rich was then 
obliged to comply with ! No wonder that 
at ſacks a fortunate. Juncture, he collected 
2 Sum ſufficient to enable him to retire to 
the full Enjoyment of all the Comforts 
and Bleffings of this Life, for which no 


Man had an higher Reliſh, He was an 
excellent 


( 90 5 
excellent Companion, when kept within 
proper Bounds — and died with the Cha- 
racter of a ſenſible, witty, honeſt Man. 
Though it is foreign to the Deſign of 

this Work to have any Thing to do with 
Biography, yet I am tempted to introduce 
the following very remarkable Anecdote, 
relating to this great Actor, which has been 
lately ſent me, atteſted by two worthy : 
Gentlemen, to whom Mr. Quin related 1 it c 

ſome Time before his Death. 

His Mother was a-reputed Widow, wl : 
had been married to a Perſon in the me: 
cantile Way, and who left her in Trelan: 
to purſue ſome Traffick, or particular Bu- 
ſineis in the Ye Indies He had been 
abſent from her near ſeven Years, without 
having received any Letter, or the leaſt 
Infor mation about him. He was given 


out to be dead, which Report was univer- 
ally 
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ſally credited; ſhe went into Mourning for 
him; and ſome Time after a Gentleman 
whoſe Name was Quin, who had. an Eſtate 
of a Thouſand Pounds a-Year, paid his 
| Addreſſes to her, and married her. She 
| bore him a Son—and no Couple appeared 
more happy—bur in the midſt of their 
Happineſs—the firſt Huſband returned— 
claim'd his Wite—and had her. Mr. Quin 
retired with his Son—and at his Death 
left him his Eſtate: But the Heir at 
: Law, hearing the Story of our Hero— 
ſoon recovered the Eſtate, and left young 
Quin to ſhift for. himſelf, in what Manner 
his Wit and Genius would ſuggeſt to him; 
—he ſoon took to the Stage, where he got 


both Fame and Fortune and counterba- 


lanc'd by his Talents, the untoward Ac- 


cidents of his Birth. 


Before I * this Suthess, 1 muſt inſert 
| in 
8 | 
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in this Place, that excellent Epigram of 
Mr. Garric#s, written about a Year before 
Mr. Quin died; which, as a true Lover of 
Wit and Humor, no one admired more 
than himſelf. 


A Soliloquy by Mr. Quin, upon ſeeing the 
Body of Duke Humphry, at = Cathedral 
of St. Albans. . 


A Plague of Eeypt 8 Ars I ſay; 
Embalm the Dead ! on ſenſeleſs Clay, 
Rich Wines and Spices waſte; , 
Like Sturgeon, or like Brawn, ſhall . 
Bound in a preciovs Pickle lie, 
Which I cav never taſte ? 
n.) 
Let me embalm this Fleſh of mine, 
With Turtle fat, and Bourdeaux Wine, 
And ſpoil the Egyptian Trade! 
Than good Duke Humphry, happier I, 
Embalm'd alive; O/d Quin ſhall die, 
A Mummy ready made > 
T © As 


1 

As a Proof that we cannot part with _ 
. thoſe with whom we have ſpent moſt 

of our joyous Hours without a Sigh—the 
following Lines appear'd ſoon after the 
Death of Mr. Quin, from the ſame eminent 

Hand, and are engrav'd upon his Monu- 
ment, in the Abbey Church of Bath. 

=_ OO 5 

That Tongue, which /e the Table on a Roar J x — 
And charm'd the publick Ear, is heard no more; 
Clos'd are thoſe Eyes, the Harbingers of Wit, 
Which ſpake before the Tongue, what Shakeſpear writ ; 
Cold is that Hand, which living was ſtretch'd forth, 
At Friendſhip's Call, to ſuccour modeſt Worth; 

Here lies James Juin deign Reader, to be taught, 


Whate'er thy Strength of Body, Force of Thought, 
In Nature's happieſt Mould, however caſt, 


To this Complexion Thou muſt come at laſt.” 

I hope the Reader will excuſe me for 
dwelling thus long on the Characters of 
Perſons ſo eminent in their Profeſſion; and 
who, when living, were ſo great an Orna- 

ment to the Stage. 
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25th OF. 1766. 
7 HE COUNTRY GIRL, a Co- 
medy—almoſt new written by 
Mr. Garrick, on the Plan of the 
Country Wife, by Wrchkklv, | 
and for the ſame Reaſon al- 
ready aſſigned for altering his 
PAIN DEALER; though I think 
in the Country Wife he was ſtill © - 
a greater Offender ; but it muſt | 
be admitted that the Libertines 
in Fycherlys Time were allowed 
greater. Latitude than thoſe of 
our Days. ] believe there are 
5 5 few 
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1 | 

few greater Alterations in London, 
than thoſe which have been made 
in our Theatres : After the total 
Demolition of Plays, and Actors, 
in the Reign of Fanaticiſm, and 
the happy Reſtoration, to Mo- 
n archy and Pleaſures, it was no 
Wonder they changed from the 
hateful Mode of Oliver's Days, 
into a contrary Extream.— Their 
Theatres were much ſmaller than 
ours, and proportion'd to their 
Audiences, which ſeldom ex- 
ceeded ſeventy Pounds; — very 
few went thither but the young 
and gay of both Sexes, and the 
Ladies in Maſ#s, which ſeemed 
to be a tacit Confeſſion that the 
Entertainment they expected to 
meet with was not of the moſt 


modeſt 


EE” 

modeſt Kind. This new written 
Comedy was well received by 

the Audience. 
18th Nov. 25 
NECK OR NOTHIN G, EY from the 
| Prench, a Farce of two Acts, 
Author unknown. : 
This Piece was performed 
ſeven or eight Nights with to- 
1 5 lerable Succeſs.— The Characters 
are truly Farcical, and were well 
performed. and yet as the Pub- 
lc have of late been Yo much 
| entertained with i intriguing Ser- 
1  wants—this Farce did not meet 

with the ER it deſerved. 
111 Now. 

T HE * CUNNING MAN, a muſical 
| | Paſtoral, '' from the Devin de 
- Village of Rouſſeau, who who allo com- 
poſed 
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„ 
poſed the Muſic, to attempt at 


giving the French a better Taſte 
by uniting Senſe with Sound. 
This Performance was acted 
ſeven or eight Nights, and met 
with a cold Reception But 


ſeveral Engliſh Gentlemen who 


ſaw it in the French Theatre, 
told me, It was with ſome Dif- 
ficulty they could diſcover it to 
be the ſame Piece, that gave them 
ſo much Pleaſure at t Paris. 


13th Decemb. = 
THE EARL or WARWICK, a Tra- 


gedy, imitated from the French 

of Monſieur de le Harpe. 
The Reverend Gentleman 
who is the Author of this Play, 
has given ſeveral Inſtances of his 
Abilities as an Author; and i in 


vol. III. F : this 


Lr 8, J 
this Tragedy there are many wi. 
rited Scenes, and popular Strokes 
of Art, ſufficient to ſupport it— 
Moſt of the capital Characters 
were well performed - particu- 
larly Margaret of Anjou by Mrs. 
Tates, who did that Part, and 
conſequently herſelf eminent 
Service, —I heard - ſome of the 
_ graver C ritics not a little diſguſt- 
ed with the Author, for chuſing | 
a. noted. hiſtorical, Story and va- 
rying ſo much from the. Fact: — 
It was indeed great Pity that he 
found himſelf obliged to alter 
the Conduct of his Hero in the 
laſt Act, ſo much to his Diſad- 
vantage. However, - this Tra- 
gedy was performed ten Nights, 
and very juſtly applauded. 


. 
24d Fan. 1767. | 
CYMON, a Dramatic Romance. The 

Author of Cymon,, who has not 
thought proper to affix his Name 
to the printed Copy, 1s well 
known to be as happy in all his 
Theatrical Compoſitions, as in 
his perſonal Performances on 
the Stage; where he remains to 
this Day the Nonpareil. 
This Dramatic Romance gave 
great Scope to his fruitful Ima- 
Kination, as every Thing within 
the Powers of Machinery are to 
be done by Magic. — The Scettes 
are extremely fine, ſome of 
them were deſigned by a Maſter 
brought from Jtaly ! But the 
greateſt Scene of all at the End, 
with its Preparation, was Engliſh 
| F 2 | In- | 


— 
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Invention, and Engliſh Execu- 
= _ tion;—The Connoiſſeurs and 
Critics in Muſic lamented, that, 
to the great Expence of Scenery, 
this Author had not added that 
of employing the beſt Compoſer 
for the Songs.— This Piece was 
well performed in all its Parts, 
and brought ſeveral crouded | 
Audiences, 


21ſt Feb. 5 
THE ENGLISH MERCHANT, a 
Comedy, by George Colman, Eſq. 
| Fhis Gentleman has given 
manifeſt Proof of his Genius for 
Theatrical Writings.— This Play 
was performed ſeveral Nights 
_ with great Applauſe.— But many 
Admirers of Mr. Colman as a 
Dramatic Writer, were ſorry he 
5 adhered 


I 
adhered ſo cloſely to Voltaire; 
and wiſhed he had done more 
from himſelf, which would, un- 
doubtedly, have been better for 
the Play, the —_— and the 

Public. 
24th March. 

 MEDEA, a Tragedy, by Nu Glover, 
E a 1 
This Tragedy was written 
near forty Years ago; about that 
Period I had the Pleafure of 
being introduced to the Ac- 


quaintance of the ingenious and 

worthy Author; and then among 

other of his poetical Pieces, en- 

joyed the Medea. In the Year 

- 1732, I introduced the Author 

to the late Mr. Booth to read this 
Tragedy to him; who was very 
F 3 much 


„ 


much charmed with the Senti- 
ments and the poetical Part 


but gave his Opinion, that it 


was an unfit Subject for an Eng- 
liſo Audience: However Mrs. 


Porter was applied to, being the 


only Actreſs then living, that 
could appear in that capital Cha. 
racter.— But the Accident ſne 
met with of breaking her Thigh, 


by an Overturn in her Chaiſe, 


put an End to the Attempt: 


The Author ſome few Years 
ago gave this Tragedy to the 
Preſs ;—and Mrs. Yates was en- 


couraged by ſome of her judici- 


ous Friends to get it up this 
Year for her Benefit Play: She 


- acquitted herſelf i in that difficult 


Cc haracter to Admiration: ——— 
1 know 


E F 


1 know ſeveral Gentlemen of 


Learning and Genius, that wiſh 


to have the Meden one Night an- 


nually performed, to ſhew how 


well an Engliſs Genius can imi- 
tate, and rival the ancient, Greek 


WO: a 


| Tragedy. 


Tragedy. 
A manuſcript copy of this 


Tragedy was put into my Hands 


one Day at a Viſit five or ſix 
Years ago, to my late noble 
Friend Lord Southwell, who made 
it his Requeſt, that I would not 


only read it with Attention, but 


return. it to his Lordſhip, with 
my Opinion in Writing. I did 
not like the Office; but found 
myſelf obliged to accept it. I 


| ſoon returned the Copy with a 


. ſhort 


FI TDN 
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ſhort Letter, as deſired, which! 
remember was to this Effect; — 
« That I thought the Author very 


* unhappy in the Choice of his 


© Fable—as every School-Boy WAas 
*« acquainted with the Fate of 
Dido and neas; — that there 
4 was Merit in the $ tile and Sen- 


0 timent, which would have ſerved 
4c 2 better Subje . 


Mr. Holland, ſome Time 

after, employed his Influence 
with the Managers, to conſent 
to his getting up this Tragedy 
for his annual Benefit Play; 

— The Favour was great; and 
none but a capital Performer 
could aſk it, or expect to ſucceed; 
the Play was well acted— Mrs. 


Yates and Mr. Powell were the 
Dias 


„ 

Dido and Aneas.— Mr. Holland 
(as the Profits of the Night were 
for himſelf) took a ſecond Cha- 
racter; and (as I have already 
obſerved) the Tragedy having 
ſome Merit, the Audience gave 
it a favourable Reception; it 
was performed once or twice, 
ſoon after, for the mutual Be- 
nefit of the Managers and the 
Author: — But the Seaſon was 
too far advanced for any ſucceſs- 
ful Conſequences. 


N. B. The ingenious Author of this 
Tragedy and the Regiſter Office, being 

; by Profeſſion a Rope Maker —I ſhall 

| cloſe this Subject (and the Seaſon) 
Vith the following Witty Prologue, 
which was ſpoken by Mr. King, and 


received with very great Applauſe. 
7 Fix 


CF 


| PROLOGUE to DIDO, 
(Written by Mr. Garrick.) 
A Rope Maker a Poet !—write a Play ! 
O—hang the Blockhead—wicked Wits will ſay ; ; 
— — Before you turn him off—a Word [I pray. 
Genius is not to Place, or State fix'd down, 
But flies at Random, all about the Town; 
Now at H#h:tehall, now at St. Fames's ſmiles ; 
Then whiſks to Wapping, or to Broad Sz. Giles: 
O let not Prejudice, rank Weed, take Root; 
Which may of Genius, choak the faireſt Fruit; 
If none but Gentlemen high - born muſt write, 
I fear we ſoon ſhould wiſh you all good Night: 
Shakeſpear, and Jobaſon, our Dramatic Lords, 
Did they amuſe themſelves with twiſting Cords ? 
Were they fine Gentlemen ?!——O—no—O1d Ben 
Was famous for his Trowel!, and his Pen; 
Wich Mortar, and the Muſe, he paſs'd his Days, 
And built good Walls, before he built good Plays. 
Shaleſbear, a Genius born !—his Taſte was ſuch, 
Too exquiſite ! He lov'd fat Buck too much l 
And he whoſe matchleſs Muſe can ſoften Rocks, 
Fled to Parnaſſus to avoid the Stocks. 


1 10% ] 

| Now to the Rope Maker I come again— 3 
Who having ſpun much Hemp, now ſpins his Brain; 
ä This A Produge any, TY will ſtand; 1 r 
This, of his Brain, may prove a Rope of Sand; 

But ſhould this Spinning of his Head deceive him, 
This Hempen Manufacture may relieve him ! 
Had I but Time to give my. Faney ſcope, . : 

Fd ſhew, how T1 ragedy was like 2 Repesi; fl 
How ſeveral Parts well twiſt d, make a Whole 1 
o curb the Paſſions, and to melt the Soul. rr 
The Cauſe. of Juſtice each alike' befriends, 

Both ſalutary Means for moral Ends; 

Thus the moſt crabbed Cmtie plainly fees, 

That making Ropes, i 18. writing Tragedies. 

And ſhould he fail to plea ſe — poor, ſcribbling Elf- — 
O-then he makes a Rope to hang himſelf. 
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DRURY-LANE 
THEATRE. 


23d Ofober 1 wy 
- cant BEHIND THE CURTAIN, or 
NEW REHEARSAL, a Co- 
medy of two Adts—performed 
ſeveral Nights with great Ap- 
plauſe.— The ingenious Author 
had certainly done ſomething 
more than Peep behind the Cur- 
tain, for Nobody ſeems to be 
better acquainted with the Hu- 
mours that paſs there than him- 
5 
5th Decem. | 
THE WIDOW'D WIFE, a Comedy, 
by Mr. Reurict. performed 
fourteen 


L 109 ] 
fourteen Nights, and well re: 
ceived. 


THE ELOPEMENT. The 1 


Part of this Pantomime was in- 
vented by. Mr. Maſinł from the 
Theatre Royal in Dublin: Theſe 
Scenes were ſhowy, and well ex- 
ecuted; and the comic Part con- 
ducted with more Humor than 
ve generally ſee in thoſe En- 
tertainments. 


Jan. 6th 1768. 
THE COUNTESS or SALISBURY, 


a Tragedy, by Hall Hariſtone, 
9 Eſq. a Student of Trinity Col - 
lege Dublin. — and was acted ſe- 
veral Nights at the Theatre 
Royal in that City with Ap- 
plauſe. When the Manager of 
that Theatre n the ſecond 
1 Summer 


1 110 J 
Summer i in Connection with Mr. 
Foote (who had then new- built 
his Theatre under 4. Royal Pa- 
tent) he perform'd this Tragedy 
with repeated Succeſs Mr. 
Barry and Mrs. Dancer being en- 
gaged the following Seaſon at 
12 Drury-Lane Theatre, they per- | 
formed the Counteſs of Saliſbury - 
there; but the more critical 
W inter- Audiences received it 
—_ leſs Warne: 


ww 
— ou 


(DELICACY, A Comedy, * 
Mr. Hugh Kelly. 

This is another of the grave 
ſentimental Plays called a Co- 
medy, which is Very properly, as 
well as humourouſly, banter'd 
in the * Author 

(there) 


11 

(there) calls it ſupporting the Dig- 
nity of Writing, and the Chaſtity 
of the $tage—which ought to be 
the Province and Duty of the 
_ Tragic Muſe—but ſurely the 
Comic Lady ſhould ridicule 


the Foibles of Mankind, and 


make us laugh at their pleaſant 
Situations.— This Play was well 
performed, and received with 
univerſal Applauſe.— The Fable 
Is intereſting : The Character of 
Cecil is well drawn, and has an 


Air of Originality that does Cre- 
dit to the Author; Mrs. Harley 
was well ſupported by Mrs. 
Dancer and the happy Vein of 
Humour thrown into the Epi- 
logue, was ſo well executed by 


this Adreſs—that even a weak 
De Play 
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Play would have been ſtrength- 
ened by 1 it. 


| 27th Feb. 


ZENOBIA, a Tragedy, by Arthur Mur- 
„F 8 
This Tragedy had very great 
Succeſs, and is allow'd to have 
many true Dramatic Requiſites ; 
the Story is in Tacitus, and the 
celebrated Crebillon has wrote a 
French Tragedy on this Subject, 
of which our Author owns in 
his Prologue, he has availed 
himſelf. 


— 


— — 


COVENT-GARDEN 
T H E A T R E. 


14th Ads I 56 7. 

ROM the Death of Mr. Rich in De- 
cember 1762, to the above Period, 
' this Theatre was under the Direction of 
Mr. Beard, his Son- in- law, by the Ap- 
pointment of the Widow, and the reſt of 
the Parties concerned (Mr. Rich leaving 
; (beſides his Widow) four Daughters all 
then living and married, and an equal 
Dividend to be made amongſt them) Mr. 


Beard being a Man of a reſpectable Cha- E 


racter, and bred to Muſic—he very na- 
turally and judiciouſly exerted his Powers 
to diſtinguiſh that Theatre by muſical 


Performances, as his Predeceſſor had done 
by 


1 
by Pantomime. — In ſhort, as he had no 
eminent Actors, and Mr. Garrick in his 
Zenith at Drury-Lone Theatre, there was 

no other, or wiſer Courſe to take, and 

therefore the beſt Singers and muſical 

Performers were engaged: Mr. Rich left 
them the Coronation to begin with, which 
brought ſeveral crouded Houſes then ap- 
peared Love in a Village—Artaxerxes—the 

Maid of the Mill, &c. the great Succeſs that 
attended all theſe muſical Performances, 
ſufficiently juſtified the Conduct of the 
Manager; and thus it continued. for four 

very proſperous Years—I believe the fifth 

began to abate :—That Hint, and another 

(more ſenſibly felt) Mr. Beard's deafneſs, 

with which he was then troubled to a mor- 

_. tifying Degree, for a muſical Performer, 

brought the Sale of the Patent once more 

forward, which Purchaſe was completed, 


and 


f-* 2 
* 22092 
* 


; 1 

and SixTY rhousaxD Pounds paid down 
in Auguſt 1767—by four very enterpriſing 
young Men, eſpecially as three of them 

were to be Gentlemen at large—and two 
unacquainted with the Buſineſs and Con- 
duct of a Theatre. | 

Thus general'd was this Theatre opened 
on the above Day with the Comedy of the 
Rehearſal, under the Management of Mr. 
Colman, Mr. Harris, Mr. Rutherford, and 
Mr. Powell. But the three laſt Gentlemen 
had the Prudence to aſſign over the Con- 
duct of the Stage to Mr. Colman, who, as 
” Scholar, and a ſucceſsful Dramatic Au- 
thor, had the beſt Ri ht to it. 

The firſt new Performance exhibited 
this Seaſon, was, 
Nov. | 
LYCIDAS, an Elegy, ſet to Muſic by 
b _ Mr, Jackſon of Exeter — well 

executed, 


* 
es 


L. 3 


executed, and well intended by 


him, as a Condolance on the 
much-lamented Death of the 
Duxz or YoRK—it was per- 
formed the Night after his Fu- 
neral—and that Night only. 
This fine Poem was wrote by 


Milton, in his Bloom of Youth 


and Genius, occaſioned by the 
Death of a Companion of great 
Worth and Merit, who was 


drowned in his Paſſage to Jre- 
ro LL” 


But any mournful Ditty mult 
be unfit for a Theatrical Enter- 


tainment to follow a Play; where 
no Subject but Mirth or Shew ! 
and no Muſic but the Ballad or 


facetious Burletta, can ſtand 
any Chance for Succeſs. 


E F- 

THE IRISH FINE LADY, a Farce, 
by Mr. Maclin. . 
This fine Lady was ſo ill uſed 
by the Audience the firſt Night, 
that ſhe neyer appeared after- 

| wards. | 
THE OXONIAN in TOWN, a Co- 
medy of two Acts, by George 
Colman, Eſq. ; 

This little Comedy was vio- 
lently oppoſed by a Party, at 

whom the Satire of this Piece 
was ſuppoſed to be levelled :— 
But as they were not well ſup- 
ported, and too well known, 
they failed in their Attempt; it 
was then perform'd ſeveral Nights 

with Succeſs, 


THE ROYAL MERCHANT, an 
* 
. It 


8 


25th Jar, 


a 

It was ſaid in the Bills, and 
Title Page of the printed Copy, 
founded on Beaumont and Fletcher, 
It was founded indeed—as every 
Scene was taken (with ſome little 
Alteration) from their Beggar's 


Buſh, and occaſional - Songs 


added where the Editor thought 

proper. As much Merit as can 
be claimed for ſome very pretty 
Sonnets is due to the Author of 


them. 


1768. 


THE TO? NATURD MAN, a 


Comedy, by Doctor Goldſmith. 
The lgw Scenes in this Co- 
medy, though naturally ( perhaps 


too naturally) written, were diſ- 


lik'd by the Audience the firſt 
Night, and after that omitted in 
| the 


F | 
the Performance; ſome of the 
Characters are well drawn, par- 
ticularly that of Crater (an Ori- 
ginal) and happily ſuited to the 
Powers of the Actor. Some of 
the Incidents are truly Comic, 
. which ſecured deſerved Succeſs 
0 this Comedy; with all its 
| Errors it appeared to be written 
by a Man of Genius, not ſuffici- 
ently practiſed in Dramatic Writ- 
ing; the Public is therefore in 
: great Expectation of having a 
complete Compdy from this 
Author. 


KIN G LEAR, altered by George CO 


a Eſq. | 

The Intent of this Ala 
Was, to clear this celebrated 
Tragedy from the Love Scenes of 
Edgar 


1 EE 
*  Edear and Cordelia; which were 
: introduced into this Play by the 
Poet Laureat Mr. Tate. —This 
Love Buſineſs has been ever ridi- 
culed by the Connoiſſeurs and 
Admirers of Shakeſpear ; and yet 
when the above Alteration was 
performed, the Play-going Peo-. 
ple, in general, ſeemed to lament 
the Loſs of thoſe Lovers 1 in the 
| Repreſentation. 
LIONEL anp CLARISSA, a 1 
8 Comic Opera, by Mr. Bickerſtaff. 
This. Performance met with a 
favourable Reception from the 
Public, but in a much inferior 
Degree than the Love in 4 Vil- 
lage, or Maid of the Milk, of this 


Author. 
On the 23d of May _ died Mr. 


PALMER, in the Fortieth Year of his Age. 
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Since the Days of the celebrated Mr. 
Wilks, moſt of our genteel Comedies have 
| ſuffered by the Loſs of Actors, to ſupply 
the Characters of well-bred Gentlemen _ 
And as fo few well-faſhion'd, accompliſh*d, 
young Men have offered themſelves to the 
Stage ſince that Period, the Loſs even of 
Mr. Palmer was not eaſily ſupplied. 
The Mention of Mr. Wills in the fine 
Gentlemen, reminds me of a Criticiſm I 
have lately heard, viz, A certain Minutiæ 
In his Action, that he was guilty of in moſt | 
of his principal Chara@ers—as his Sir 
Charles Eaſy, in the Scene where he is ſitting 
with his Wife, i in a Converſation not very 
agreeable to him—and to ſhew his Negli- 
cence, he always f in one particular Speech 
was altering the Role of his nn, | 
„The Man (ſays the Critic) who could 

Vol.. III. 2 | = act 


1 
7 1 
_ 


i as + 
ec at ſo mechanically, muſt certainly want 
« Genius.” 

The Charge, I believe, i 18 true He did 
ſo—and it might be a Proof of his real 
Want of Genius—but he had an agreeable 
Form, and by Nature (improved by Art) 
the moſt eaſy, elegant, Deportment that ever 
Actor appeared with! He played ſeveral of 
the tender Parts of Tragedy with Succels, 
though. with great Singularity ; but from 


his Energy, and exquiſite F celings, he. 
never failed to make bis Audience Feel 


bim, effectually. 
I cannot help, i in this Place, and on this | 


Occaſion, reflecting on the Loſs the Stage. 


had the. Misfortune, to ſuſtain. by the Ab- 
ſence of Mr. O'Brien who was the neareſt 
the Mark. I have ſeen (or ever expect to ſee) 
in his eaſy, elegant Peportmens. in genteel 
Comedy. 

In 


mL. 
In the Month of Auguſt following, the 


Stage ſuffered an almoſt irreparable Loſs, 


by the Death of that excellent Actreſs, 
Mrs. PRITCHARD, at the Age of Fifty- 
ſeven. | 

She was engaged by the Managers of 
Drury-Lane Theatre in the Year 1732 : 
but very ſoon after that Theatre (by Pur- 
chaſe) falling into other Hands, great Re- 
volutions and Diſtreſs enſued, and remained 
| ſome Time :—When the Patent (by a 
ſecond Purchaſe) came into the Hands of 
Charles Fleetwood, Eſq.—ſomething like 
| Regularity and Decorum was reſtored to 
the Stage, and Performers of Merit began 
to come forward; in that Liſt Mrs. Priz-, 
chard appeared in the Character of Roſalind, 
and gave univerſal Satisfaction to many 

delighted Audiences.—Soon after ſhe re- 

vived and exhibited the Charms of the, 
5 G2 departed 
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departed Oldfield, in the Maria, in Cibber's 
Nonjuror— Her excellent Performance of 
that Character gave her the full Poſſeſſion 
of all the capital Parts in our genteel Co- 
medies. And though ſhe was well received, 
and juſtly applauded in all, yet her chief 
Excellence certainly lay in the natural, 
ſprightly, and what are called the Big her 
3 Charafters in Comedy: They who have ſeen 
; ; | her in Roſalind, Mrs. Sullen, Lady Brute, 
'20 : Eſtifania, Clarinda, and Beatrice, &c. will 
bear Teſtimony to what I ſay: In the laſt 
Part particularly, and in Clarinda, I have 
ſeen her Ranger and Benedi# hard put to it 
(and they were thought not to want Spirit) 
to return the Ball of Repartee to her. 
It may perhaps be ſaid to the Praiſe of 
Mrs. Pritchard, that ſhe could not enter 
into the Characters of Aﬀectation with the 
fame Degree of Excellence, as ſhe did 
B72. ' thoſe. 
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thoſe of genuine, ſprightly, unaffected Na- 


ture. | | Wn 
Though ſhe could do nothing ill, yet 
there always ſeemed a Reſtraint upon her 
Genius, when ſhe appeared in ſuch Parts as 
_ Clariſſa in the Confederacy, and Lady Dainty 
in the Double Gallant. In them ſhe only 


of 


| ſhewed her great Knowledge in her Buſi- 


neſs, but in the others I have mentioned, 


her Genius ſhone out in the greateſt - 


Splendor. 


I am now to ſpeak of Mrs. Pritchard's 


Abilities in Tragedy; and as my Deſign 


through this whole Work, is to be impat= 


tial, I will not ſcruple to declare, that 
though ſhe was always deſervedly applauded 
in Tragedy, and has performed in all the 
principal Characters with great Reputation, 


yet her Merit there was only not equal to 


the Powers ſhe exhibited in Comedy: In 
6 this 


r 


1 126 
- #bis ſhe never had, in the other ſhe miglit 
have, a Superior; and yet, in the laſt Cha- 
rafter ſhe play'd, Lady Macbeth, and many 
others, we 'may long with before we ſhall 
tee her outdone. _ 
Mrs. Pritchard was s Thirty-ſe ven "0 
on the Stage; and. though for the laſt 
Twenty, ſhe has been in Figure more than 
what the French call en bon point, yet ſhe 
never loſt her Eaſe and Vivacity. When 
young, ſhe was of a ſlim Make, and though 
not a Beauty, ſhe had a moſt agreeable 
Face, with very expreſſive Eyes! and the 
molt articulate harmonious Voice that ever 
Woman was bleſt with. Her Condu# and 
Movement on the Stage was eaſy, and ele- 
gant! in private Life it was exemplary! 
and worthy Imitation! She came to the 
Stage a married Woman - young and 


_— and very ſoon had a large Fa- 
mily 
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mily of Children, whom the broviifit © up 
with the utmoſt Care and Attention ; and 
to the great Honour of the Theatre, and 
the Profeſſion of an Actreſs, ſhe went to 
the Grave, with an m unble. 
miſhed Character. 

cannot quit this Subject without pre- 
ſenting my Reader, with the laſt Lines ſhe 
ſpoke on the Stage on her Benefit Night; 
Macbeth, which Mr. Garrick performed 
out of Reſpect to her, and was crouded 
wich the firſt People of Diſtinction, at ad- 
vanced Prices and er her farewel 
Epilogue. 


“ The Curtain dropt—my 1 mimic Life i is Paſt—— 
«© That Scene of + Sleep and Terror was my laſt. 


« Could I in ſuch a Scene my Exit make, 

« When ev'ry real Feeling was awake ? 

«© Which beating here, ſuperior to all Art, 

«« Burſts in full Tides from a moſt grateful Heart. 


— Y Py —__—_— 
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9 The laſt Scene of LADY MAC BETA. 
G 4 « I now 
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* I now appear myſelf—diſtreſs d, diſmay d, 


More than in all the Characters P've play'd ; ; 
In acted Paſſion, Tears muſt ſeem to flow; 
But I have that within that pafſeth  =hg 
Before I go, and this lov'd Spot forſake, - 


What Gratitude can give, my Wiſhes take 5 


Upon your Hearts may no Affliction prey, 
Which cannot by the Stage be chas'd away; 
And may the Stage to pleaſe each virtuous Mind, 
Grow ev'ry Day more moral, more reſin'd: 
Refin'd from Groſſneſs— not by foreign skill; : 
Weed out the Poiſon—but- be ENGLISH fill! 
«« 'To all my Brethren whom I leave behind, 


Still may your Bounty—as to me—be: kind; 
Fo me, for many Years your Favours flow d 


« Humbly receiv'd—on ſmall Deſert beſtow'd ; 

For which I feel—what cannot be expreſt—— 

« Words are too weak, —my Tears muſt ſpeak 
| 66 the reſt.” ö | } 
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—— Unc CUES Sana es 


DRURY-LANE 


THEATRE 


zd OF. 1768: 


HE PADLOCK, a Dramatic Opera, 
of two Acts, by Mr. Bicktr- 
STAFF. = 
This Author in his Advertiſe- 
ment printed before the Opera, 
tells the Reader, he took the 
Fable, with all the Characters, 
unaltered, from a Spaniſh Novel, 
Vrote by the celebrated Cer- 
vantes, Author of Don Quixote: 
This little Opera was received 
with general Applauſe, and per- 
formed Fifty- three Nights to 
G5. crouded 


4 2 


f ago J 
crouded Houſes. It was well 
ated; and without the Aid of 
| Muſic, would have been. an 
_ agreeable petite Piece—but with 
the Muſic (which was happily 
adapted, and well executed) it 
proved the moſt pleaſing Enter- 
tainment. Mrs, Axxe's Youth, 
and innocent Appearance, added 
to her powerful Voice, and en- 
gaging manner of Singing, gave 
univerſal Delight - and the Part 
of Muxnco by Mr. DiBvin, is 
as complete a low Character as 
ever was exhibited. It would be 
doing Injuſtice to this Genius, 
| not to obſerve, that he was alſo 

the Compoſer of the well-adapt- 
ed Muſic, to this very ſucceſsful 
Performance. 


1 
wth — 9 
THE HYPOCRITE, a Comedy, nh 
from Moliere and Cibber, by the 
ame Author. 
Mir. Ciòber, about the Vest 
1717, brought his Comedy of 
the Nox juxox on the Stage, 
taken from the TARTV FE of 
Moliere— which the Editor ſays 
in his Preface to the Hypocrite, 
« Being written to expoſe a Party, 
| 46 34 apas ne longer intereſting, be- 
canuſe the. Folly, and Roguery it 
11 © defegned to ridicule. no longer 
| e exited,” | 
The W onjuror was an 3 
Government Play, written to expoſe that 
particular Set of Men, who called them- 
ſelves PROTESTANTS, and yet refuſed to 
take the Oaths of Allegiance to GEORGE the 
=> nn Fog 
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Firſt! upon the Eftabliſhment of the 
Haxovez Family on the Engliſh Throne ! 
The formidable Rebellion in Scotland, in 
the firſt Year of the Reign of that King, 
by the Papiſis, Facobites, Nenjurors, ſh 
T ories of thoſe Days, gave a Fable to 
Cibber, and a future Fortune, by the Suc- 
ceſs of this Comedy; which was greatly 
ſupported by the W Rios, the firm Friends 
to the Proteſtant Succeſſion! 

That Author obſerves, - in his I I 
Apology for his Life, printed in the Year 
1740, * That the Bread he ther eat as Poet 
Laureat, was owing to his writing the 
Nonjuror ! But as thoſe abſurd People 
are no more—and as the Deſcendants of 
thoſe Tories, who drew the Sword againſt 
the firſt KING of this. Family, are now 
become great LOYALISTSI I agree with 
my Friend Mr. BIckRR STATT, that the 
| evil 
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evil Deeds of thoſe Days ſhould be fors 
gotten! and all Party-Plays (except in an 

Exigence like that) ſhould be exploded, 
and for ever baniſhed from the Stage. 
Mr. Bickerſtaff has preferved the MARIA 
of Cibber (which is certainly one of the 
moſt agreeable Coquets that ever was 
drawn) and two or three other Characters 


entire: As for thoſe he has added, as they 
are meant to expoſe the preſent Race of 
Hypocrites, they deſerved the Succeſs they 
met with, as they were well acted, and 
well received by many Audiences this 
Seaſon. ' 2 
This Author has 9 proper in his. 
Preface, to pay a particular Compliment 
to Mrs. Abington, and Mr. King, for their 
excellent Performances. 
I remember the original Mrs. OI DpEIEL D 
in the Maria, and twenty-four Years ago. 
the 
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the Nonjuror was revived at both Theatres 
at the fame Time, for the late Mrs. Prit- 
| chard, and Mrs. Woffington—and the Critics 
were greatly divided in their Opinion of 
the Maria ! They had both their different 
Degrees of Excellence. Mrs. Abington has 
— herſelf in that difficult Stile of 
ins a Genius. And, what is fortunate 
for her, ſhe had no one to imitate—and. 
has no Rival. | | 


Decomb. 17th. Ar 417 " 


21 N GIS, a « Tragody, Ow lune, Des 


＋ kis Aube is a enn as 
we are told by the following 
Couplet in the Prologue, written 
by his Friend Mr. Home. 
«© But though he liv'd amidſt the Cannons Roar, | 
. Thunder, like yours, he never fac'd before!” 
From his Station as an Officer 


in 


-— 
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in the Eaſt Indies, he had an 
Opportunity to entertain the 
Public with the agreeable Ac- 
counts of that Part of the Globe, 
under the Title of the Hiſtory 
of Hindaſtan; he alfo employed 
himſelf in collecting Materials 
there for this Tragedy of Zingis, 
which, he ſays, is taken from the 
Tarich Moguliftan, or Hiſtory of 
the Mogul Tartars, written in 
the Perſian Language. 
Though in the Sentiment and 

Diction of this Tragedy, there 
are many Beauties, yet the Au- 
dience laboured under ſome 
Perplexities, from the many hard 
Names, and technical Terms of 
the Tribes, and the Manners of 
the People, and Scene of Action 

7 were 


were removed too far from us, 
to be much intereſted in their 
Diſaſters; yet under theſe Diſ- 
advantages, this Tragedy met 
with, a favourable Reception, 
and was performed Twelve 
Nights. 

20th Jan. 1769. 


WIT's LAST STAKE, a F. arce of two 


Acts, taken from the French, by 
Mr. King, Comedian, and per- 
formed ſeveral N ghts with Suc- 


ny of the French Comedies: 
(from one of which this Farce is. 
taken) are founded on that me- 
lancholy Abſurdity, of infirm,. 
dying, old- Men, deſigning to. 
marry young Women of Fortune 

TE but the Incidents in this Piece 


are: 


Feb. 4th. 


{0 ©2087 11 

are truly farcical, and greatly 
| heightened, by this Author's 
agreeable Performance in it. 5 


＋ HE SCHOOL rox RAKES, a Co- 


medy, by Mrs. GrireiTH. 
My agreeable Friend has de- 


» dicated this Play to Mr. Garrick, 
from the beſt of Motives, Gx a- 
Tirupx, for the great Services 


he did her, in ſurmounting thoſe 
Difficulties ſne met with in her 


Fable! The French Author, 


Monſieur Beaumarchais, in his 
Comedy of Eugenie was too nati- 
-. onal, and confuſed in the Conduct 
of his Characters, to ſtand the 

leaſt Chance for Succeſs on the 
Engliſo Stage and though there 
may yet remain too much for the 
moroſe 

/ 
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moroſe Critic to employ his ſe- 
VvVerer Talents; yet the Story 
2 fi: is intereſting. the Dialogue eaſy 
Q and the Sentiments elegant 
and natural. It was performed 
only thirteen Nights, on Ac- 
count of the approaching Be- 
nmnefits, and every Audience ex- 
Preſſed their Approbation — 5 
iure Prognoſtic of its being in 
2-17.27 d . a Stock Play. 
Feb. 2 38. 
T _ F ATAL DISC OVERY, a Tra- 
gedy, performed ſeveral Nights 
with Succeſs— greatly owing to 
2 the Perſons who acted in it, 
$11 Stra! 1 ncaa and Mrs. Barry, 
- © . late Mrs. Daxcer, The Author of 
1: 2021: 0th "A thought proper to 
con- 
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._ _ conceal himſelf; but thoſe who 
are Admirers of Doucl as, may 
eably find ſimilar Strokes of 
Nature break out in the Stile 

and Sentiment. 


Mrs. Crrvx, long the Darling * the 
Public, gave Notice to the Managers of 
her Deſign of quitting the Stage, and 
taking her Leave of the Town on her ap- 


_ proaching. Benefit Night—which was the 


24th of April 1769. Mr. Garrick, on this 
| Occaſion, politely offered the Service of his 
performing that Night, to ſhew his Reſpect 
to ſo capital a Performer. The Play was 


the Wonpzs, and LTR. All the Pit 
was taken into the Boxes, and not half 


large enough to anſwer the Demand for 
Places —ſo numerous, and ſo brillian t, Was 
the Audience on that ſingular Occaſion.— 
Alfter the Play was over, Mrs. Clive ad- 
dreſſed 
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dreſſed the Audience wich the following 


Epilogue, written by her honourable 


Friend and Neighbour—Mr. WALPOLE. 


With Glory ſatiate, from the buſtling Stage, 


Still in his Prime—and much about my Age, 
Imperial CuarLs (if RoBterTSON ſays true) 


Retiring, bade the jarring World adieu ! | 
Thus I, long honoured with your partial Praiſe, 


5 (A Debt my ſwelling Heart with Tears repays ! 
—Scarce can If, peak—forgive the grateful Pauſe) 


Refign the nobleſt Triumph, your Applauſe, 


Content with humble Means, yet proud to own, 


I owe my Pittance to your Smiles alone * | 
To private Shades I bear the golden Prize, 


The Meed of Favour in a Nation's Eyes; 


A Nation brave, and ſenſible, and free—— 


= 


Poor CnaRLes ! how little when compar'd to me! 
His mad Ambition had diſturb'd the Globe, 


And fanguine which he quitted was the Robe. 


Too bleſt, cou'd he have dar'd to tell Mankind, 


When Pow'r's full goblet he forbore to quaff, 


| That conſcious of Benevolence of Mind, 


Far thirty Years he had but made them laugh. 
— 


1 

III was that Mind with ſweet Retirement pleas'd, 
The very Cloiſter that he ſought he teaz'd ; 
And fick, at once, both of himſelf and Peace, 

He died a Martyr to unwelcome Eaſe. 

Here ends the Parallel——my generous Friends, 
My Exit no ſuch tragic Fate attends | 
I will not die—let no vain Panic ſeize ou 


If I repent- I'll come again and pleaſe you. 


Though it was my Intention through 
this Work, to avoid attempting to draw 
the Characters of Theatrical Performers, 
till they were in their Graves yet, as I 
am advancing ſo near the End of my own 
Life, and having no ſmall Reaſon. to 
fear my old Theatrical Acquaintance may 
outlive me—I am tempted to indulge 
myſelf in the following Sketch of Mrs. 


Clive's Character, which I hope will not 


be unacceptable to my Readers, at leaſt 


to thoſe who had not the Delight of ſeeing 


her excellent Performances. ——I cannot 


better 
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better introduce this Lady, than by the 
following Lines from Mil row. 


4 Haſte thee, Nymph, and bring with thee 
« Jeſt, and youthful Jollity—— 

«© Quips, and Cranks, and wanton Wiles, 
* Nods, and Becks, and wreathed Smiles: 
Sports, that wrinkled Care derides, 
% And Laughter, holding both his Sides.” | 


If ever there were a true Comic Genius, 


Mrs. CL1vs was one! She, perhaps, never 
was equalled in her Walk (as the Stage 


Term is) we are convinced, never excelled! 
She was always inimitable whenever ſhe 


appeared in ſtrong mark'd Characters of 
middle, or low Life—her NELL in the 


Devil to pay was Nature itſelf And the 


Spirit, Roguery, and ſpeaking Looks of 


her Chamber-maids, accompanied with the 
moſt expreſſive Voice that ever ſatisfied the 
Ears of an- Audience, has de Her Loſs 


eee 1 


5 0 i As 


L 

As ſtrong Humour is the great charac« 
teriſtic Mark of an Engliſh Comedy, ſo 
was it of this Laughter-loving, Joy-excit- 
ing Actizſs To enumerate the different 
Parts in which ſhe excelled, would be 
feebly deſcribing, what the Audiences have 
felt ſo powerfully—her extraordinary Ta- 
lents could even raiſe a Dramatic Trifle, 
provided there was Nature in it, to a Cha- 
rater of Importance—Witneſs the fine 
Lady in LxrnE, and the yet ſmaller Part . 
of Lady Fuz, in the Peep behind the Curtain. 
—ſuch Sketches in her Hands became 
high finiſhed Pictures !——But—that I 


may not be thought too partial to this fa- 
vourite Comedian, I will venture to aſſert, 
ſhe could not reach the higher Characters 
in Comedy, though ſhe was ever excellent 
in the Affectation of them: When the 
High- life poliſh of Elegance was to appear 

1 _ 
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in all the conſcious Superiority of a Lady 
Townly, I cannot ſay that Mrs. Cue would 
have done Juſtice to herſelf, or the Cha- 
racter - but had the leaſt affected Imitation 
of that Character appeared upon the Stage, 
her Merit would, in Proportion, have been 
equal to that of Mrs. Olaſeld's! To ſhew 
the great Power of the Actreſs in queſtion 
I ſhall give an Inſtance of it, where ſhe 
forced the whole Town to follow, and 
applaud her in a Character, which ſhe 
certainly did not perform as the Author 
intended it—but which could not be re- 
ſiſted, and gave high Entertainment to 
thoſe Critics, who frankly . acknowledged, 
they were miſled by the Talents of the 
Actreſs.— The Part I mean is PoR TIA in 
the Merchant of Venice.—In the firſt Place 
Plank Verſe—as it wants the Truth and 
Elegance of N ature, was not uttered by 
Mrs. 
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Mrs. Clive with that delightful Spirit 
"which ſhe always gave to Profe the 


Lawyer's Scene of Portia (as it is called) 


in the fourth Act, was certainly meant by 
Shakeſpear, to be ſolemn, pathetic, and 
affecting the Circumſtances muſt make 
it ſo—and therefore the Comic F iniſhing 
which Mrs. Clive gave to the different 
parts of the Pleadings (though greatly 
Comic) was not in Character. | 
If therefore this Theatrical Genius was 
able to entertain, .contrary to the Intention 
of the Author—what muſt we ſay of her, 
or what Words can deſcribe her Merits, 
hen ſhe appeared in the Fulneſs of her 
Powers, and was the very Perſon ſhe 
repreſented ?- 
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THEATRE ROYAL 


COVENT- GARDEN, 


- Berend. 1768. 

YRUS, a ne by Mr. Hoot, 

taken from Metaſtaſio. 

This Tragedy was performed 

a e ee with Applauſe; 

Wer being greatly ſupported by tlie 

jjudicious and ſpirited Perform- 

- ances of Mrs, Yates, and Mr, 
_ Pawell. 


TOM JONES, a Denial Opes, 1 
Mr. Reed, taken from the cele- 
brated Novel of that Name, 
written by the late Henry Field- 


| 5 ing: 


February. 


L N 
ing, Eſq.— This Performance 
met with a favourable Reception. 


THE SISTER, a Comedy, by Mrs. 


Lennox. This Comedy was ſo 
ill treated by the Audience the 
_ firſt Night, that the Authoreſs 
had Spirit enough to withdraw it 
from the Theatre. 

This Lady has written ſeveral 
Pieces that have acknowledged 
Merit——and her own Novel 
called Henrietta, which was well 


received by, the Public in that 


Form, was too cloſely copied in 
this Dramatic Performance. 

I have known ſeveral of theſe 
Attempts, and moſt of them 
have failed of Succeſs :—And I 


will venture to ſay, the Marianne 
„ 3 


= = > \ = - \ = wo, = 8 1 A _ \ 
4 Y = + _—_ 4 n rin mts «oo * q = = =, A — * 8 * N n 2 OY _ n —> * «1 e = 
8 bbs Opry ²˙ A anne an nan - As Am. — . * „ 1 my 5 _ — n 9 F Tay e 12>. aki. | = 
* 2 n — SS N „ R rere 3 E. 2 S eee RR 5 r E r D D ro 
5 1 * vo 4 Ga NASD - . 3 4 a „ ISS OI \ þ has 5 a9 iy, IN - 1 8 IE! — Pang — 
c 1 WER * 3 þ —— — 8 « 4% 27 y 1 — * F . oh 5 23 * PO e e l , I, A * . 1 K = 
N 7 boy v 46,6 — FO r * N 4 A * 3 = Is St 5 N hope 5 1 f So fs 5 Fn 2 * 7 2 1 73% 2 5 FA = - 1 * 4 " 
* b on \ 992. 9 e 
* . 6 2 . — — - . : — 4 * * 8 . 8 
' — eee Dow — * . . 8 4 3 "Wy 


the Pen which has given ſuch 
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and Paiſan Parvenu of Mari- 


vaux, though they are both filled 
with Characters, Situations, and 


Pleaſantry in the Novels, yet 


thoſe very Situations and Senti- 


5 ments taken literally would ap- 
pear too flat and inſipid, when 
brougnht into Action on the Stage; 


ſuch was the Fate of this Under- 
taking.—But I cannot quit this 


Subject without hoping that this 
Lady, who is univerſally allow d 


to be one of our firſt female 


Geniuſes, will exert. her Spirit 


and Talents, which cannot fail 
(notwithſtanding the above Ac- 
cident) to produce a ſucceſsful 
Dramatic Performance: — F or 
what may we not expect. from 


true 
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true Entertainment to the Pub- 
lic, in her Tranſlations and 
Novels—particularly the Female 
Quixote. 

In the Month of Fuly 1769, Mr. WII 


Liam PowELL died at Briſtol; to which 


Place he was retired to perform with his 
Summer Company, at the new Theatre 
| there, of which he was one of the Ma- 

nagers. 
. extraordinary young Ador ap- 

peared at Drury-Lane Theatre, in October 

1763, in the Character of Pbilaſter, in a 

Tragedy of that Name, written by Beau- 

mont and Fletcher—and altered by George: 

Colman, Eſq. This young Man was in- 

troduced by his Friend Mr. Helland to Mr. 

Garrick, and by him approved, and well 

inſtructed in the Part of Philafter, two or 

three Months before hi Gentleman ſet 
| H 5 out 
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out fer Iiaꝶy z and ſince the firſt Appear- 
' ance of that great Actor in Richard, no 
Onſet was ever ſo promifing—and no Stage 
Adventurer ever gave more univerſal Sa- 
tisfaction to the Audience than Mr. Powe!), 
Pͤ'bilaſter brought many erouded Houſes 
that Seaſon, entirely owing to this young 
Actor's uncommon Succeſs! He perform- 
ed (too ſoon after) ſeveral of the moſt ca- 
pital Characters, before he had Time to 
confider and ſtudy them prope ly 027) BUM 
As it is the Duty of the Hiſtorian to 
give Juſt Reſemblances of deceaſed Per- 
formers, to the beſt of his Abilities —— 
this Portrait cannot be finiſhed without 
Light and: Shade ! . 
Mr. Powell had great F 88 — 
his Spirits (the common and moſt excuſ- 
able indiſcretion of Youth) like the hot, 


fiery Steed, would too often run him out of 
—  Þ 
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1 Courſe ! He would then (as Shakeſpear _ 
ſays) a little o Map the Modeſty of Nature. 


But (had not the Stage ſuffer'd fo great a 
Loſs) Time and Attention to his Buſineſs 
would have corrected his youthful Errors : 
—He would then have been as judicious 
in his manage as he was exquilite in 
his Feelings! a 

In September eh he appeared at Co- 
vent-Garden Theatre, and opened that Sea- 
ſon with a Prologue, wherein he declared 
bimſelf an Adventurous Manager ! Having 


paid down (by the Help of powerful 


Friends) fifteen thouſand Pounds for 2 


fourth Part of that Patent! The Particu- 


lars of that Affair, the Public have been 


more than ſufficiently informed of! Mr. 
Powell was, at that Time, bound in an 


Article to the Managers of Drury-Lan: 
Thrane for three Tears, in a Penalty of 
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one thouſand Pounds; which the Law 
would unqueſtionably have compelled him 
to pay, as the Damages ſuſtained by his 
Defection were apparent. 

He was attacked with a violent Fever 
at the Entrance of the Month of June, 
and died (after ſevere Sufferings) on the 
third of July, at the Age of Thirty- four. 
—He was buried in the College Church 
at Briſtol, with great Funeral Honours, 
attended by. the Dean and whole\Choir, 
who ſung an Anthem on that mournful 
Occaſion. His Merits as an Actor, and 
an agreeable good natured Man, deſerve | 
the' higheſt Commendations. 

N. B. The Author of a 7 wants Re- 

gLiſter, cannot poſſibly omit recording 

the moſt remarkable Occurrence 
that ever was known in this or any 

| kingdom—I mean the Jus1LEz at 
„ Stratford 


+ 
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Stratford upon Avon, in Honour of. 
SHAKESPEAR! which laſted three 


Days, and began on the 7th-of Sep- 
tember 1769. ——But as a regular 
Deſcription: of that very fingular, 
ſuperb Undertaking, muſt be of ſome 
Length—1 ſhall refer the Reader, 

who has any Curioſity to ſatisfy, 

* to. the APPENDIX to this Work. 
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{THEATRE ROYAL 


DR 


UR V- LANE. 


oth September eg" 
N ODE. on SHAKESPEAR, writ- 


ten and ſpoken by David Garrick, 
Eſq. at the Jubilee at Stratford 


upon Avon—and was exhibited in 
the ſame manner in Drury-Lane 
Theatre this Night, after the Co- 
 medy of the Country Girl. When 


the Curtain drew up, the Stage 


was diſcovered, in the ſame Form 


and Manner as at an Oratorio; 
in the Middle of the Front: line 
of Singers ſat Mr. Garrick, who 
roſe to ſpeak thoſe Parts which 


in all muſical Performances are 


the 


L 555 ] 


he Recitative.— This agreeable 


Novelty had the deſired Effect, 
and was received with conſtant 
Plaudits from the Audience.— 

This Ode was performed ſeven 


Nights to crouded Houſes. 
The - Muſic was compoſed by 
Doctor N and much ad- 
mired. 

IAth October. 

T HE e a Dramatic, muſical 


Entertainment. | 
The Principal Characters in 


all Shakeſpear's Tragedies, and 


Comedies, with all their emble- 


matie Trophies, were intended 
for a grand Pageant through 
the great Streets of Stratford, to 


the Amphitheatre on the ſecond 


Day of the Jubilee, where the 
H 6 Ode 
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Ode was performed, and to be 
ſurrounded with all the Variety 
of Sbaleſpear's Characters but 
the Weather proving remarkably 
rainy, this very pompous Spec- 
tacle was obſtructed : Mr. Gar- 
rick (who had been at very great 
Expence and Trouble, in de- 
ſigning, and attempting to exe- 
cute this ſuperb Entertainment) 
when he had determined to in- 
troduce it on the Stage, ſoon 
found it neceſſary to form a 
Plan, and invent low Characters 
of Humour, to lengthen and 
explain ſome particular Parts of 
the Repreſentation, which, with 
the Songs properly intermixed, 
gave Life and Spirit to the moſt 
magnificent Spectacle that ever 


Was 


OE 
was exhibited. on any Theatre | 
And as a Proof of its Succeſs 
with the Public, it was perform- 
ed ninety-two Nights that Sea- 
ſon, to crouded Houſes.. 

On the ſeventh Day of December 1 769, 
Mr. ChaxLES HolLANp died of the ſmall 
Pox, at the Age of Thirty-ſix. 

The Death of this very uſeful Actor, 
following ſo cloſe upon the Loſs of Mr. 
Powell, ſeemed, for a Time, to deſtroy 
the Hopes of the riſing Generation, who 
have a natural Right to expect Entertain- 
ment from the Theatre. 

Mr. Holland had great Requiſites for 
a capital Actor; he had an agree- 
able, manly Appearance with a ſtrong, 
clear, well-ton'd, articulate Voice—and, 
by the Help. of a good Underſtanding, 
and great Attention to his Buſineſs, he 

. made 


# 


F 
made no ſmall Amends for the want of 
Genius, if the Critics were right in their 
Obſervation; thus by Induſtry and Appli- 
cation, he became the beſt Copyer of 
Excellence that we ſhall ſee on the Rage 
for ſome Time. 


I remember a parallel Caſe to this, many . 


Years ago, among the portrait Painters, 
Mr. Dahl held ſome Degree of Repu- 
ration, as a Portrait Painter, in Sir Godfrey 
Kneller's Time; and though there was no 
Degree of Compariſon to be made between 
their Merit—yet when Mr. Dabl was em- 
ployed (as he often was) to copy a Portrait 
of Sir Godfrey's, it required great Diſcern- 
ment to know the nnn between . . 


Copy and the Original. 
J wiſh T could fay as much for Mr. 
Holland, when he appeared in Hamlet :— 


| big with all his Defefts—he was a airy | 
h | uſeful 
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uſeful Actor—a very creditable Member 

of the Society, and his Death a great Loſs 

to the Theatre, and to the Managers, to 
whom he was firmly attached from his firſt 

Eſtabliſnment as an Actor, without the 

leaſt Deſire of changing his Situation. 

It is ſaid Mr. Holland's Relations have 

obtained Leave from his Grace the Duke of 

Devonſbire, at the Requeſt of Mr. Garrick, 

to place a monumental Inſcription in the 

Chancel of Chiſwick Church, to the Me- 

mory of this Actor; and that it is to be 

written by the Manager, Who beſt knew 
his Worth and Abilities. 

Jan. Eth L770. 

A TRIP 10 SCOTLAND, a, Farce of 
two Acts, by William Wi hite- 
head, Eſq. 

This little Piece was well re- 
ceived; the Miſchief it attacks 


1 
is pleaſantly ridiculed—the Sa- 
tire is juſt, and the Deſign well 
executed, and 2 
8th February. 

LIONEE Axp CLARISSA, OR THE 
SCHOOL ror F * 
a a Comic Opera. | 

Mr. Bickerftaff, the Author of 

Lionel and Clariſſa, as firſt per- 
formed at Covent Garden Thea- 
tre, has improved it by Altera- 

tions, Additions, and given it a 

compound Title. The Fable as 

it now ſtands is very intereſting, 

and the whole Opera an agroe- 

able Entertainment, and meets 

with general A \pprobation, 

March 3d. ge | 

A WORD: To ru WISE, a Cindy, 
-by Mr. Hugh Kelly. 


The 


1 
The firſt N ight's Audience to 
this Play were too conceited, 


and too wile, to hear one Word 


of additional Wiſdom from this 
Performance; and therefore the 
| Merits of the Play were not at- 
tended to; nor any Thing taken 
into Conſideration, but the pri- 
vate Conduct of the Author, 
who was charged by his Oppo- 
nents, with 2 8 a n 

Pax TY Writer!” 
The Stage has 18 often 
called the Poetical Pillory ! And 
many a poor Author has been 
ſeverely pelted there. The Rea- 
der will eaſily ſee the unavoidable 
danger a Dramatic Author muſt 
run, who, in the midſt of Fac- 
: tion, 


t. 


tion, is ſu ppoſed to be a Pariy 
Writer! . 


I am a to. the Truth 
of this Charge againſt Mr. Kelly 


The has endeavoured to excul- 


pate himſelf from it, in a full 


9 4 and. clear Preface to the Public, 
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printed before his Comedy, 
which, though it never had- a 


fair Hearing on the” Stage, he 
was encoutaged wipubliſh by a 


— 
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8 


„ „ — 
pe ä „ „* 2 * A „ 4 2 "ey © 


—_— 


COVENT- GARDEN 


THEATRE. 


7th OF 1769. : 
AN and WIFE 3 or the Shake- 
ſpear's Jubilee, a Comedy of two 
Acts, by George Colman, Eſq. 
The Jubilee at Stratford upon 
Avon, in Honour of Shakeſpear, 
« which was celebrated there at 
| the Entrance of the preceding 
Month, and was invented and 
condutted by Mr. Garrick, at 
great Expence and Trouble, 
furniſhed the Hint for this 
Piece, which Mr. Colman availed 


himſelf of, — bringing it on 


Covent- 


* 
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Covent-Garden Theatre, before 
that Exhibition at Drury-Lane 
could be got ready. 

Though this Tranſaction has 
been differently ſpoken of, yet, 
it muſt be confeſſed to have 

been the practice Time imme- 
morial, of the Managers of 
contending Theatres; this En- 
tertainment was performed ſe- 
veral Nights, and well received 

| by the Public. 

4th November 1769. 

THE RAPE or PROSERPIN E, with 
the Birth and Adventures of Har- 
lequin, was revived at this 

Time, with the addition of two 
new Scenes—v72. a View of the 
Eruptions of Mount Ætna, and 
the other the Palace of Pluto.— 
- "Ds 


« 2 1 
„ 
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This laſt famous Scene was de- 


ſigned and executed by Servan- 
doni, when he was in London, 
about thirty Years ago :—The 
late Mr. Rich (having eſtabliſhed 
his Fame and Fortune by Pan- 
 tomime) was at all Times ready 
to embrace every Opportunity 


(at any Expence) that offered to 


the Ornament and Advantage of 
the Harleguinade ! He therefore 
employed this celebrated Nalian 
to paint this expenſive Set of 
Scenes — but having at that Time 
no Plan to exhibit them — he 
laid them by, like a wiſe Ge- 
neral, as a Corps de reſerve. 


The new Manager thought 


this a proper Time to introduce 
them, to oppoſe the ſtrong Cur- 
| rent 
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rent of the Jubilee at the other 
Houſe.—The judicious Public 
gave them due Praiſe: The 
' Deſign was indeed a noble one— 
but ſurely the brilliancy of the 
Colours muſt have ſuffered by 
the Length of Time. 
2d Dunne. . 
THE BROTHERS, a Comedy. 
It muſt be confeſſed the Au- 
thor of this Comedy, who alſo 
Vrote the Prologue, ſet out ra- 
ther injudiciouſly, by a general 
Attack on all his Brethren of 
the Sock, as Pirates on the old 
Engliſh Authors, or Dependants 
on the French Comedies; and, 
at the ſame Time, promiſed a 
little too much for himſelf: 
This, of 3 brought on the 


heav :eſt 


1 1 


41 
heavieſt Cenfures from his in- 
cenſed Brethren, who were ſure 
to give him no Quarter. 
As to the Merits of the Co- 


medy, I ſhall only obſerve it was 


performed ſeveral Nights, and 


n met with a very favourable Re- 


ception from the Public.—As it 
is printed, every Reader has a 


| Right to Judge for himſelf ; tho? 


there were many Criticiſms upon 
this Comedy, yet. the impartial 


Public had great Hopes of the 


Author, from the Variety of 
Characters it Play. 


 AMYN TAS, an- Egli en collected 


and compiled from the alan 


of Metaſtaſio, and the Engliſh 
Tranſlation called the Roya! 
Shep- 
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Shepherd the Muſic compoſed 
by Mr. Ruſb, from whom ſeveral 
Airs are taken; and the reſt 
from the Works of different 
Maſters : —— This occaſional 


Medley was ſerved up by Signior 
3 enducei, for his own Benefit 
| Night. 


1 Jan. 1770. 
THE COURT oF ALEXANDER, 2 


Burleſque Opera, of two Acts, 
by George Alexander Stevens, the 
ingenious Author of the cele- 
brated Lecture upon Heads. 
The Humour of this Burleſ- 
que was, in general, thought too 
vulgar and low to be exhibited | 
at a Theatre Royal in Lou- 
Hon.” - 
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ahb. eee SY 
HARLEQUIN 8 JUBILEE, a Panto- 
g! mime, by Mr. Woodward. 
This Entertainment ſtood 
very little Chance for Succeſs, 
coming juſt after two Exhibi- 
tions on the Subject of the 7. 
 bilee, at each Theatre, both of 
which depended rather too much 

on Pantomime. 
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THEATRE. 


s WELL IT's NO WORSE, a 
Comedy, by Mr. Bicker/taff. 
The Author of this Comedy 
informs us in his Preface, that 
it was written by Dow PEDRO 
CALDERON DE LA BaRCa— 
and that this very venerable 
Dramatic Writer was the Grand- 
father of moſt of our Engliſb 
| Comedies—as the beſt French 
Authors tranſlated and pirated 
from him, and our Eugliſb Dra- 
matic Writers from the French / 
As to the Comedy before us, 
it is (I preſume) as well tranſ- 
5 „ ua 


19 


lated, improved, and adapted to 
the Manners of our Stage, as 


any of thoſe Productions —it was 
alſo well acted in all its Parts 
the Scenes and Decorations 
complete. And; from the Spi- 
rit of the Intrigue, and Variety 
of Comic Incidents, the Atten- 


tion of the Audience was well 


kept up to the End; and tho? 
this Comedy was, net as wel 


approved, and ſupported, . as 


- many Pieces have been from 
this Author, it Was performed 
Eleven Nights. , 

JO account for the Coldneſs 


of the Reception it met with 
from the Public -I ſhould ſay 


it was occaſioned by the Want 
of due Diſtinction in the Cha- 
12 racters 
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RING ARPHUR; a Dramatic Opera. 


1123: >Tadbers-—becauſe as it now ſtands, 
though there is Intrigue in its 


P * 
* # 3 
* 
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full Extent, and Variety of Co- 
mic Incidents, yet the Spectators 


uoere not ſufficiently intereſted in 


the. Conſequenees that attend 


any, of the Characters! And a 
capital, ſtriking Scene or two 
f (as in the Wonder, which is alſo 
taken from a Spaniſh N ovel) is 


1 in this s Comedy. 


This celebrated Performance 
was written by DRyYD EN, and 
the Muſic compoſed by Pur cr. 


t. . eminent Geniuſes 


And yet, in this improved, 
enlightened Age, we are apt to 


hugh at ſeveral bombaſtical 


Strokes, 


L 123 3] 
Strokes, which -Þ:preſume were 
. received - with great Gravity by 
1the- firſt Audience to King Ar- 
thur. The following "Comet 
zs one Inſtance. : ff]: 


* 


© Ofwald"(p. 21) 0 l. 
Or if 1 fall, make room, ye Bleſt above! 
© For one Who was undone: and died for Love. 
Purcell's Muſic retains its due 
Force and Merit, becauſe found- 


ed on Nature, — However the 


Revival of this Dramatic Opera 
has always anſwered the Expec- 
5 tations of every Adventurer 
and the Managers who have 


Singers, are always right to have 


King An rhun. im their Stock. — 


This Revival at... Dre Lane 


Theatre was, ſure do rapſuer- che 


— 5 > 


; warmeſt Expectatioas, as the 


Managers were determined to 


5 ſpare 
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I 
51 ſpare no Expence in the Scenery, 
and Decorations, to make it a 
ſuperb Entertainment. 
aka weil | 
ALMIDA, a Tragedy, written by a 8 
This Tragedy has great Dra- 
matic Requiſites and was re- 
© ceived by the Audience with uni- 
verſal Applauſe, and has eſcaped 
5 ee Cenſure of the Critic, per- 
haps, as the Performance of a 
Lady. —It was well acted in all 
its Parts but, particularly, by 
50005 © Mrs. Barry in Amida, who (it 
» eG as. generally- thought) excelled 
411 07 t berech Female that has appeared 
7 0 — Theatre for many Years. 
OP abs Igviv2$ 4 
Ly THE WEST INDIAN, a Comedy, by 


| Richard man, Eſq. Author 


a 


41 
of the Summer's Tale, and the 
Brothers. iii! -.;; if 
This Comedy has fully an- 
ſwered the Expectations of the 
Public, from this improving, 
Dramatic Author. It has un- 
queſtioned Merit: and though 
when critically compared, not 
quite equal to ſome few of our 
beſt Comedies, yet the Succeſs 
that has attended the Perform- 
ance of the Weſt Indian, has 
exceeded that of any Comedy 
within the Memory of the oldeſt 
Man living! There was the 
ſame Demand for Places in the 
Boxes, and the ſame crouding 
to get into the Pit and Galleries 
at the 7wenty-//xth Repreſenta- 
tion, as on the firſt Night ! 
IL, Es 


> Vi £2596 1] 

' THE-RECRUITING -SERJEANT, 4 
muſical Interlude. 

FP his Piece was written by 

Mir. Bickerſtaſß, and ſet to Muſic 

by Mr. Dibden, for an Enter- 

tainment at Raneiggb, and was 

1 performed there: - and ſome 

neceſſary addition formed it into 

an agreeable Interlude to be in. 

troduced between the Play and 

1 F arce at the Theatre, TL 


24 


e 
run r. 


266th Decemb. 1 770. F 

FF OTHER SHJIPTOD, a Panto- 
imer g il bas 

This Performance was made 

remarlcable by the Macheniſt. — 
IVO or three Scenes are well 
| \Invedted,. andi well executed, 


Which is uffelene to ſecure Suc- 
dees SY 
© In moſt 6f the late Pantomimes, 
the Harlequin; who is the Hero 
and always tlie fortimate Lover, 
2] 3 away with 
his Miſtreſs, and give Signals 

Z 18 with 
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with his magical wooden Sword, 


TT to direct the Men to ſhift the 


7.4 '7 (1 Scenes, from one Form and Si- 
: tuation to another: In former 
Times. Harlequin ſhewed his 

| N Agility, and made ſeveral dif- 

ficult Eſcapes, that appeared to 

binn £ carry danger, and thereby alarm 
| and ſurprize the Audience | But 
dur modern Harlequins are deter- 

mined to ſleep in a whole Skin, 

aAaAlnd never venture a Leg but 

into the Lap-of Columbine. 

pon Enquiry, I find that 

| Ttahy claims the Honour of giv- 
ing Birth to this motley Being, 

and his Brother Scaramouch— 

;-; this laſt was always the Servant 

to the old Father, and the other 

to the Son, in moſt of their 
Dramatic 


1e 

Dramatic Pieces —but he was a 
ſpeaking Varlet; and always 
introduced as a blundering Ser- 
vant, doing all the Miſchief to 
his Maſter.— The French ſoon 
adopted him and made him a 
Pimp of conſequence.— The 
late Manager Mr. Rich, when 
young, went into that Character, 
under the feigned Name of Lun; 
be had the Ingenuity to ſtrike 
| out an Harlequin entirely his 
own His Genius was confined 
to Pantomime! and being a 
complete Mimer, he carried that 
Art to ſuch Perfection, as to 
render Words needleſs to de- 
Fctribe his Buſineſs, or his Mean- 
ing! That was pantomiming in- 
deed | It was his amazing Powers 

144 Z 
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that brought thoſe Entertain- 
ments into Faſhion—which are 

” now ſunk into nothing but non- 

ſenſe and Exhibitions of fine 

Scenery—and (what has been 

long withed | by: all true Lovers 
bf the Prama) will ſoon be 
treated with. Contempt. 

N. B. It may not be improper in this 
Place to obſerve, that the Leaders 
Gf the laft Riot at both the 

© "Theatres, who-called:themſelves the 

Iowx, and did fo: much Miſchief 

: (with'Impunity) to both Houſes, to 
-compel che Managers to admit them 
after the third 'A&arHalf- price, to 
every New as welb as old Perform- 
ance, except the: fi1 ft. Seaſon of a new 
Pantomime] By that very wiſe Stipu- 
lation, they u the only method in 

their 


[. 181 J 
their Power to promote and eſta- 
blüſh that ſhameful Exhibition long 
complained of, whilft the Authors 
of four ingenious Dramatic Petite 
Pieces, the Deuce is in him, the Peep 
behind the Curtain, the Padlock, and 
Trip to Scotland (which have more 
Merit than ever was crammed into 
all the Pantomimes from their Crea- 
tion) were ſeen the firſt Night, 
with two Acts of the Play, at Half. 
price, and conſequently, the Profits at 
the Authors Benefits, rendered trifling 


S 4 


and precarious. 

23d Feb. 1771. 1 

CLEMENTINA, a Tragedy. Author 
3 unknown. 1 

This Tragedy met with a 

favourable Reception, and was 

performed Nine Nights. | 


27th April. | 
THE MODERN WIFE, a Comedy. 
208 59 This is a Comedy of the late 


Mr. .Gay's, revived with ſome 
— Alterations, for the Benefit 
of Mrs. Leffingham. 


en 
A.PF E NETS 


N the Month of Jul 1766, a Royal 
1 PaTEnNT was granted to SAMUEL 
Foote, Eſq. to build a Theatre in the 
City and Liberties of Weſtminſter, and to 
exhibit Dramatic Performances, &c. N. 
therein, from the 14th Day of May to the 
14th Day of September, during his natural 
Lafe. 1 

This Patentes was born a Gentleman; 
and (what was more fortunate for him in 
his preſent Situation) with a Comic Genius 
of the firſt Claſs! which having been 
improved 7 a liberal Education, has 
enabled 
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chabled him to acquire a large, annual 
Income, by his own perſonal Merit and 
as he has Taſte and Spirit to enjoy it, no 
one becomes it with a better Grace. 

Mr. Focte having purchaſed the old 
Playhouſe in the Hay- Market (from the 
Executors of Mr. Potter, the Carpenter 
WhO bullt it in the Year 17200 he erected 


an entire new] Theatre on that "Ground, 


greatly enlarged, and ORE ir er _ 
— | 2 ba*\ 
The Arm new Paulin 

THE TAYLORS, a mock hervic- Tea 
gedy- f 
This Piece is Coutided! Upon 
| a finer Plan to Sir Samuel 
Garib's celebrated Diſpen fairy), 
and has very ſiugular Merit. — 


the great Commotions in Lon- 
Aon, 


1.165 1] 


on, ſome time before, between 


the Maſter Taylers, and their 
Journeymen, gave a Subject to 
this facetious Author. This 
Tragedy was ſent to the Mana- 
ger from Mr. Dodſicꝰ's Shop, 
do try his Taſte, and if not 
approved to return it there in the 
ſame concealed manner it came 

to him But he knew its Worth 

too well, not to thank the Au- 
dor for the Preſent. Mr. Pope 
ſoon ordered it into Rehearſal, 

| and took the principal Part 
HL Hhimſelf, which, from his Comic 

| | Powers, he was ſure to make 


entertaining — and, indeed, ſe- 
veräl other Characters were well 


performed; for every ſtrolling 
Tragedian cannot fail to make 
aplea- 
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a pleaſant Figure, and excel in 
mock Heroics: Thus this Tra- 
gedy gave Delight to ſeveral 
Audiences, and the expected 
Profit to the Manager. 
Mr. - Garrick, to ſhew his 
Friendſhip to Mr. Foote, and 
his Approbation of this excellent 
Piece of Humour, wrote a fa- 
cetious Prologue to this mock 
- - heroic Piece. 


THE COUNTESS. or SALISBURY, 


. a Tragedy, by Har. HART - 


% my 


STONE, Eſq. at that Ti ime a 


FI Student of Tap W Dub- 
„„ N = 


This T ai Fw performed 


. +. £1... at the. Theatre-Royal in Dublin 
tte preceding Winter and Mr. 


F i and Mrs. Dancer being 
engaged 


% 


engaged with Mr. Foote, to act 


during the Summer | Seaſon, — 


_ Succeſs, 


{1 07 1 
an agreed Set of Plays on Shares, 


they performed this Tragedy 
there ſeveral Nights with great 
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1 IN THE . 


4 1 « 


HAY- MARKET. 


goth May 1768. | 
HE DEVIL uro Two STICKS, 
a Dramatic Satire, by Mr. Foote. 

It has been thought by many, 

that this Performance having 3 
Name in common with one writ- 

ten by the celebrated Le Sage, 
Author of Gil Blas, that it is an 
Imitation of the Diable Botteus : 
this is a great Miſtake, as there 

is not the leaſt Similitude in the 
Plan, Characters, or Conduct of 
thoſe two Pieces. Leaving the 

ä French 


1 4 
French Novel, which has great 
| Merit: (though inferior to Gil 
Blas) I ſhall confine myſelf 
wholly to our Engliſh Original 
an Original indeed] and which 
juſtly demands a much abler 
Pen than mine, to give an ade- 
quate Idea of its peculiar Ex- 
cellence. 


Though the Author has ju- 


diciouſly calculated the principal 
Part (viz. the Devil)'to his own 
Circumſtances, and manner of 
playing, yet, ſeparated from that, 
and, the Deluſion. of Repreſen- 

tation, it has great Variety of 
wy Merit, and would afford to the 
Reader, were it printed, uncom- 
mon Entertainment. 
ES 4 e R1 8 N To 


„ 


515 
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To ſpeak firſt of the Cha- 


racters his own — including the 
. political Doctor, the Preſident of 
Epe College, are never ſeen with- 
out the greateſt Marks of A p- 
plauſe; and as they are ſupported 
by ſtrong, Characteriſtic Wit 


and Humour, will be equally 
1 upported i in the Cloſet, 

Mr. FoorE has produced 
| fome Characters, which, perhaps, 
would fail of the Effect from 
any Performer but himſelf— 
| ſuch as thoſe which fo much en- 
tertained the Town in his Tea 


 Exbibitions, &c.—but the Dra- 


matic Strength of Character in 


ers of the Actor are no more. 


his Devil upon two Sticks, will be 


applauded, when the comic Pow- 


We 


4 
0 
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We cannot omit in this Place, 
to give our ſmall tribute of Praiſe 


to Mr. Waſton, who performed 


the excellent Character of Doctor 
Laſt, in all the true Dramatic Sim- 


 plicity with which ir js written : 


It is not among the ſmalleſt of 


Mr. Foote's Merits, that he has 
produced this Actor to the Pub- 
lic, and adapted Characters to 
his peculiar Talents; which has 
given him a Station among prin- 
cipal, low Comedians. 
Dramatic Satires, in general, 
are only Beings of a certain 
Time, and live as long as the 
Objects of the temporary Satire 
exiſts—but when the Characters 
turn upon general Ridicule, and 


2 Prgſidentof a College, or political 


Doctor, 


„ 
8 . * 4 
—— ——— — : 
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Doffar, will afford Laughter as 


TONS bf 10 well in the next Century as this, 


— 


then the Performance becomes 


truly Dramatic, and will con- 
tinue as long as we have the 
name of Humour amongſt us.— 

Add to all this, that the Devil 


1; en teu Sticks, unlike the gene- 


ral run of Dramatic Satires, has 


an intereſting Fable interwoven 


with it, and. does not depend on 
| kngle: detached: Scenes. 

Mr. Foote, at the End of this 
Piece, always gave ſome hu- 
morous Stroke of Satire, upon 
the Fleaſures, or Circumſtances 
of the Day the Bal Paree at 
Ranelagh.—the Ridotto al Freſco, 
at-Vauxhall—the Diſputes of the 
Covent- Garden: Managers and, 
above 


E 
above all, the S ratford. Jubilee, 
and its Author—have, in their 
turns, been laughed at by this 
great Maſter of Ridicule! This 
generally finiſhes the Piece with 


univerſal Applauſe and is ſo 
dexterouſly managed, that the 
Perſons themſelves who | are the 
Objects of his Pleaſantry, cannot 
help joining in the full Chorus . 
of Laughter. 

N. B. Leſt the Critics ſhould object; 
ro my having ſaid, that there is no 
Similitude between the Devil upon 
two Sticks, and le Diable Boiteur, I 
muſt take notice of one trifling Cir- 

cumſtance that is common to both— 
the Devil in le Sage riſes out of a 
Vial but the Engliſh Devil, though 
Vol. III. 1 caqually 
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equally ſpiritual, yet being ſome- 
what more corporeal, is obliged to 


make his Appearance out of a ten 
Gallon wicker Bottle. 


E 


THEATRE-ROYAL 


IN THE 


OCTOR LAST ix wuis CHA⸗ 


| RIOT, a Comedy of three Acts, 
taken from La Maladie imaginaire 
of Moliere, and intended as a 

Sequel to the Devil upon two 
Sticks. 
dience ſeemed greatly inclined to 
overturn Doctor Laſt in his Cha- 
riot; and behaved fo refractory, 
as to oblige Mr. Foote to ad- 


dreſs them in the following 


| manner. 
KS: |}. That 


The firſt Night's Au- 
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FE 9 1 
c That the Comedy which 
they were pleaſed to treat ſo ſe- 
verely, was written By a Gentle- 
man who had enjoyed the fre- 
quent Pleaſure of entertaining 
the Public with ſome of their 
favourite Pieces, and therefore he 
thought he had a Right to a fair 
Trial in his Theatre which if 
they would pleaſe to permit, the 
Except ons they ſhould make, 
ſhould be ſtruck our, or altered 
againſt the next Peiformance.” 
This Requeſt appeared ſo rea- 
ſonable, that the rational Part of 
the Audience readily complied 
with it, and the Actors went 
through the Comedy, with ſome 
little Obftrutions—but the ge- 
; © _neral 


L 
neral Opinion was, that it would 
be ſhort liv'd. 

I remember going into the 
| Houſe at the ſecond Perform- 
ance, about the middle of the 
Play, and found the Houſe not 
only well filled, but the whole 
Audience in good Humour, and 
laughing through every Scene of 
the Comedy which was con- 
tinued to ten or twelve Nights. 


TEE CAPTIVE, a Comic Opera. 


This little Piece is taken from 
5 a Comic Epiſode in Don Se- 
baſtian, written by Dryden, and 
met with no great Succeſs. . 


3 
— 


THE ATRE-RO YAL 
IN THE | 
HAY-MARKET. 


1770. | 
HE LAME LOVER, a Comedy 


of three Acts, by Mr. Foote. 
This muſt alſo be called a 
Dramatic Satire; but the Queſ- 
tion now is, whether it turns 
upon general Ridicule ? Becauſe 
it was faid to be drawn for a 
particular Perſon—and that a 
Misfertune was not a proper 
Subject for Ridicule.——Every 
Man under a real Misfortune 


has an undoubted Claim to our 
Com- 
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Compaſſion : but if that Man 
will ſo far forget it, as vainly 
to endeavour to conceal, and 
ornament that Blemiſh, and 
give himſelf ſuch Airs as would 
have diſgraced him, when his 
Perſon was perfect—ſurely he 
becomes then a proper Object 
for the Satiriſt? The Public, 
when the Party is of conſequence 
enough to be generally known, 
are the proper Judges in this Caſe, 

I-ſhall therefore only obſerve, ' 
that the Lame Lover was well 
adapted to the Comic Powers of 
Mr. Foote—and the Performance 
met with general Applauſe from 
many crouded Audiences. 


30 1 200 J 


S a Theatrical Hiſtorian, I cannot 
omit recording the moſt remarkable 
Event that ever happened in the Annals 
of Theatres, fince the firſt Eſtabliſhment 
of Dramatic Poetry in Zurope, or, perhaps, 
in the known Worid; I mean the Jup1Lzz 
AT STRATFORD upon AVON, which was 
exhibited three Days ſucceſſively, on the 
fixth, ſeventh, and eighth of September 
1769—in Honour of the immortal SHakr- 
SPEARE |! that being the Town where he 

was born and educated. 

The common Obſervation, that great 
Events have ariten from ſmall Beginnings, 
was never more verified than in the Pro- 

greſs of SHAKESPEARE'S JUBILEE ! It will, 
perhaps, not be dilagreeable to the Reader, 


that I take this Matter a little earlier, 
| and 
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and mention an Accident which happened 
ſome few Years before in this Town of 
Stratford. — certain Clergyman had 
purchaſed ſome Property in and about 
this Town, and with it the Houſe which 


was Shakefpear?'s—in the Garden of this 
"Houſe there was a remarkable Mul BERR XY 
Tarr, which the Inhabitants looked upon 
with Veneration, as it was planted by 
Shakeſpeare's own Hand. — The Gentleman 
to whom the Houſe and Garden belonged, 
finding that the Tree overſhadowed too 
much of the Houſe, and made it damp, _ 
not having the Fear of his Neighbours | 
before his Eyes, or the Love of Shakeſpeare 
in his Heart! one unlucky Night moſt 
ſacrilegiouſly cut it down ! The Alarm of 
this horrid Deed ſoon ſpread through the 
Town !—Not the going out of the V, eftal 


Fire at old Rome, or the ltealing away the 
K 5 Palladium 


L 2021 
Palladium from old Troy, could more have 
aſtoniſhed Romans and Trojans, than this 
| horrid Deed did the Men, Women, and 
Children of old Stratford! After the firſt 
moments of Aſtoniſhment were over, a 
general Fury ſeized them all, and Ven- 
geance was the Word! They gathered 
together, ſurrounded the Houſe - reviewed 
with Tears the fallen Tree, and vowed 
to ſacrifice the Offender, to the immortal 
Memory of the Planter ! In ſhort, ſuch a 
Spirit was on Foot, that the Clergyman, 
after conſulting with his Friends, and 
ſ{kulking from Place to Place, was per- 
ſuaded to quit the Town, where he never 
would have been permitted to abide 
in Peace—and where all the Inhabitants 
have moſt religiouſly reſolved never to 
| ſuffer any one of the ſame Name to dwell 


amongſt them. 
: | The 


[ 203 J 

The Mulberry Tree was inſtantly bought 
up, and the Purchaſer, who was a Car- 
penter, retaiPd and cut out the Branches 
of it into various Relicks, of Was 
Tea-cheſts, Inkhorns, Tobacco Stoppers, 
Sec. Sc. Efc.—The Corporation of Sirat- 
ford ſecured ſome of the beſt Part of it :— 
and among other Fancies which this ſacred 
Tree gave riſe to, the moſt remarkable was 
the following Letter, written by their Ste- 
ward to Mr. Garrick, that began to lay the 
Foundation of the celebrated Shakeſpeare 
Jubilee, which is the Subject of * follow- 


ing Pages, 


K 6 


L v0 ] 


An Extract of the STzwary's Letter 
to Mr. GARRICE. 


The Corporation of. Stratford, ever 
4 defirous of expreſſing their Gratitude 
4 to all who do Honour and Juſtice to 
the Memory of Shakeſpeare, and highly 
« ſenſible that no Perſon, in any Age, 
heath excelled You therein, would think 
& themſctves much honoured if you would 
* become one of their Body: though this 

% Borough doth not now ſend Members 
4 to Parliament, perhaps the Inhabitants 
60 may not be leſs virtuous; and to render 
« the Freedom of this Place the more ac- 
e ceptable to you, the Corporation propoſe 
% to ſend it in a Box made of that very 
« Mulberry Tree, planted by Shakeſpeare's 
« own Hand—The Story of that valuable 
« Relick is too long to be here inſerted— 
| * Dur 
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ee but the Gentleman who is ſo obliging as 

c to convey this to you, will acquaint you 
* therewith.—As alſo that the Corporation 
« would be happy in receiving from your 
Hands, ſome Statue, Buſt, or Picture 
« of Shakeſpeare, to be placed within their 
« new Town-hall. They would be equal- 
< ly pleaſed to have ſome Picture of your- 
« ſelf, that the Memory of both may be 
« perpetuated together in that Place which 
gave him Birth, and where he ſtill lives 
in the Mind of every Inhabitant. 
| « ['am, Sir, S. 

2 his pleaſing Honour, ſo judiciouſly 
conferred, wrought ſo powerfully on the 
Mind of this inſpired Actor, that he ſoon 
formed a Scheme for a JuBILEE at STRAT- 
-FoRD! which (when known) engaged the 
Attention of all that Part of the Kingdom, 
that lay within one- hundred Miles of the 

Place 


4  - 2. 1 
Place of Action—and, at the laſt Play 
performed at the Theatre Royal that Sea- 
ſon for the Benefit of the Fund for decayed 
Aclors, Mr. Garrick cloſed it with the fol- 
lowing Addreſs to the Audience, by wy 


of Invitation to the Jubilee. 

After taking Leave of the 8 
and ſaying at the End of the Epilogue 
next Year we come again; 8 

[ bowing to the Audience, 


cc My Eyes, ll then, no Sights like this will ſee, 


% Unleſs we meet at Shate/peare's Fubilee ! 
&© On Avon's Banks where Flowers eternal blow ! 


« Like its full Stream our Gratitude ſhall flow! 
« There let us revel, ſhew our fond Regard, 
« On that lov'd Spot, firſt breath'd our matchlæſi Ba D; 


„To Him all Honour, Gratitude is due, 
« To Him we owe our All—to Him, and You.” 


When the Plan was formed, and agreed 
upon, amongſt other expenſive Orders, 
the moſt conſiderable was the AMpEHT- 
THEATRE to be erected, on the Model 
of that in Ranelagh Gardens, for the Public 
Performances and Balls, in the Mornings 


„ 

and Evenings—and in the middle of the 
Day to entertain the whole Body of No- 
bility and Gentry aſſembled on that Occa- 
| tion, : at a public Ordinary. 

. Painters not only decorated the 
AMPHITHEATRE with various Devices, 
but they alſo prepared ſeveral excellent 
Tranſparences for the Town-hall Win- 
dows, in which the moſt ſtriking Tragic 


and Comic Characters in Shakeſpeare's 


Plays were exhibited ;—this had a moſt 
agreeable Effect at Night, when the whole 
Town was illuminated —A very ſmall 
old Houſe in which this great Poet was 
born, was covered with a curious Tranſ- 


parency— the Subject was the Sun ſtrug- 


gling through Clouds to enlighten the 
World, in which was figuratively delineat- 
ed the low Circumſtances of Shakeſpeare, 
from which his Strength of Genius rais'd 
him, to become the Glory of his Country! 

8 In 
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In the Proctss10Nn it was intended that 
they ſhould ſtop at that hallowed. Spot, 
and ſing an 85 which ee wich theſe 
Lanes, | . 
| « From Clouds he broke forth, 
"I enlighten the Earth ! 
* And ſpread all his Glory ound 


This public Building, with other various 
neceſſary Preparations to execute this great 
Plan, unavoidably drove the Day of 
Action to the ſixth Day of September, 

which was one Month toe late. 

When the Morning's dawn broke forth, 
the whole Town was alarmed with the 
diſcharge of ſeveral Pieces of Cannon— 
ſoon after a Troop of Singers appeared 
in the Streets, in maſquerade Habits, with 
Gittars, and other Inſtruments, to ſerenade 
the moſt remarkable Perſonages that were 


come to honour the JoBiLEE ! Before each 
| | Houſe 
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| Houſe they ſung the following Song in 


full Chorus: 
(46 8 
Let Beauty with the Sun ariſe! 
To Shakeſpeare Tribute pay! 
With heav'nly Smile, and ſpeaking Eyes, 
Give Luſtre to the Day! 
"Cn 
Each Smile ſhe gives protects his Nn 1 
What Face ſhall dare to frown ? | 
Not Envy's ſelf can blaſt the Fame, 
| Which — deigns to crown. 


When that was over, printed Handbills 
vere left at every Houſe, to inform the 
Company of the various Entertainments, 
for the different Parts of the * and 
Night. 
FIRST Dar, 

Wedneſday. the E th of a 
SHAKESPEARE's JUBILEE. 
The Steward of the Jubilee begs Leave to 

inform the CouAxv, 8 


#. 


E 
that, at Nine O'Clock will be a 
PUBLIC BREAKFAST 
at the Town Harr : 
Hence to proceed to the Church to hear 
The ORATORIO or JUDITH, 
which will begin exactly at Eleven. 
From Church will be a full Chorus of Vocal 
and Inſtrumental Music to the Ampur- 
- THEATRE ; where at Three o'Clock will be 
An Orpinaxy for Gentlemen and Ladies. 
About Five o'Clock, a Collection of 
new Songs, Ballads, Roundelays, Catches, 
and Glees, c. will be performed in the 
| Amphitheatre ; after which the Company i 1s 
deſired to prepare for the BarL—which 
will begin exactly at Nine, with new Mi- 
nuets, compoſed for the Occaſion, and 
| played by the whole Band. 


N. B. The Steward hopes the Gentle- 
men and Ladies will wear the Fa- 
| vors 


„ 


vors that are prepared on this Occa- 
ſion, and called the Shakeſpeare 
Favors. „ N 
The whole Town of Stratford being in- 
formed by theſe Advertiſements—ſeveral 
Guns were fired as Signals for the Morn- 
ing's Entertainment—the MAGISTRATES 
aſſembled ' about Eight in one of the 
principal Streets ; Mr. GarRick, the 
Steward, appeared at the Town Hall, the 
Place appointed for the public Breakfaſt, 
to ſee that every Thing was properly 
prepared for the Reception of the Com- 
pany, and to be in readineſs to receive 
them——but previous to the coming 
of the Company, the Mayor, at the 
Head of the Corporation, in their Forma- 
lities, waited on Mr. GARRICK, and in a 
| polite Speech, delivered by the Town 
Clerk, preſented him with a Medalion of 
| | | Shake- 
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Shakeſpeare, carved on a piece of the famous 
Mulberry Tree, and richly ſet in Gold. — 
Mr. GaRRick, to this elegant mark of 
Diſtinction, made a ſuitable Reply and 
inſtantly faſtened it on his Breaſt. From 
the Town Hall the Company retired at 
half after Ten to the Church, where the 
OsAronio of JupiTH was to be given, 
conducted by Doctor Arne. — When 
the Oratorio was over—the Steward, with 

a great Number of the Gentlemen, walked - 


in - Proceſſion from the Cnukch to the 
AMPHITHEATRE, with all the Band of 
Muſic and Singers, in full Chorus before 
them—chanting the following Lines, ac- 
1 with proper Inſtruments. 


5 1 This i is the Day ! !a holyday ! ! 
« Drive Care and Sorrow far away! © 
Let all be Mirth and hallow'd Joy! 


c Here Nature murs'd. her darling Boy 
1 Whoſe | 


4 


« Whoſe Harp the Muſes ſtrung! 
* From Heart to Heart let Raptures bound! 


«© Now, now, we tread enchanted Ground, 
Here Shate/peare walk'd and ſung !”? 

At the AMPHITHEATRE at three o'Clock. 
an elegant Dinner was ſerved for ſix or ſe- 
ven hundred Gentlemen and Ladies And 
when Dinner was over, the Band of Muſic 
and Singers appeared in the Orcheſtra, and 
entertained the Company with Ballads, 

Catches, and Glees— till it was time to 
retire to new dreſs and prepare for tlie 
Ball - between nine and ten the Company 
began to repair thither - and in that ſhort 
Interval, a great number of Hands were 
employed to decorate and illuminate the 
AMPHITHEATRE, When Night ap- 
proached, the Inhabitants of | Stratford 


teſtified their Joy by lighting! up every 
Window in every Houſe, and every Houſe 


in 
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In every Street in the Town. This made 
the Night as chearful as the Day—the 
Aſſembly was crowded and brilliant ; the 
Ball opened ſoon after ten, and the Country 
Dances continued till three o'Clock in the = 
Morning. 5 
b _ SEconND DàAvx. 
The STEwaRD of the JuBILEE informs the D 


Company that at nine o'Clock will be a 
PUBLIC BREAKFAST, 
at the Town HAII. 

At Eleven o'Clock, aPAGEANT, 
(if the Weather will permit) to proceed 
from the College to the Amphitheatre, 
Where An ODE 
upon dedicating a Bui D and erecting 
a STATUE to the Memory of SHAKE- 
 SPEARE) will be performed, after which 


the PacEAnT will return to the College. 
T N en 


2 — 
— 


| 2008 F | 
At Fork an OR DñINARY for Ladies and 
Gentlemen. . 
At Eronr, the FRE-Wonkks. 
And at ELEVEN O'Clock, 
The MascykRAp r. 
The Town Hall was crouded, as before, 
at Breakfaſt but the Morning proving 
rainy, the moſt ſhowy Part of the Enter- 
tainment (particularly for the Country 
People, the Young and Gay) I mean 
the PaczanT, was obliged to be omitted. 
But the more ſenſible Part of the Com- 
pany, who promiſed themſelves more 
Pleaſure from PoE TRY and Music, from 
Senſe and Sound united they haſtened to 
ſecure good Places at the AurHITREA TRE, 
to the Performance of the OpE! Mr. 
Garrick (the Author of the Ops) appeared 
in the Front-line, with the female Singers 
on each Side of him, and (after the Over- 
cure) 
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5 ture) ſpoke the Recitative Parts, which 

had ſo great an Effect, that, perhaps, in 
all the Characters he ever played, he never 
ſhewed more Powers, more Judgment, or 
ever made a ſtronger Impreſſion on the 


Minds of his Auditors! And though he 


was frequently diſturbed by the turbulence 
of Applauſe, it was ben, generally allowed 
by all T heard ſpeak of it, that the Ops, 
| in pointof Poetical Merit, and the SpEAKER, 
in point of Elocution, were Py intitled 
to univerfal Admiration! ” 
It ſhould therefore be rettiarkde in this 
Place, that Mr. Garrick was the firſt who 
conceived the Idea of (| peaking the Reci- 
tative, which in general i is the moſt languid | 
and neglected Part of a muſical Perform- 
ance; if his Example were followed, and 
good Speakers could be procured, the 


happy Mixture of fine Speaking and Mu- 
w 5 


UF F-- 
fic, would afford a moſt exqulite and ra- 
tional Entertainment. 5 

Mr. Garrick, in the Performance of this 
Ops, diſtinguiſhed himſelf equally as a 
Poet, an Actor, and a Gentleman; —and 
when it was over, he lamented in a proſe 
Addreſs to his Auditors, that none of the 
eminent Poets of our Univerſities had un- 
dertaken the Subject, who were infinitely | 
more capable than himſelf, to execute that 
arduous Taſk.— He expreſſed an Appre- 
henſion, that his Zeal for the Honour of 
Shakeſpeare had led him to expoſe the 
weakneſs of his own Abilities ; but hoped 
his Motive would apologize for his Defects : 
then turning to Doctor Arne, he politely 
added, that the firſt muſical Genius in this 
Country. did not think his Muſe unwor- 
thy the Exerciſe of his Talents, and that 
he was certain the Compoſer's Excellence 

Vol. III. L. would 
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would amply attone for the ImperſeRtion 
of the Author. 

He added, that he now RR too 
late, the wide Difference between ſpeaking 
in public, ſupported by the Genius of 

Shakeſpeare, and celebrating that Genius, 

M ſupported only by his own weak Abilities; 

but as "this is his fit Attempt in this 

Map, he hopes for that Favour and Indul- 
gence which is always given to every Stage 
Adventurer, who appears for the firſt Time 
in any Character. 

May he not hope too, that his way 
Endeavorrs will be fupported by thoſe 
{whom he has the Honour to ſce before 
him) who having Powers equal to it, will 
do Juſtice to a Subject che mot worthy 
of their Admiration, and their Eloquence. 


— fear what our „ OOF Homer ſays, 
„What 
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* What need my SHAKESPEARE, for has honour'd 
60 bones, 

« The Labour. of an Age in 28 Stones; 4 

„ Or that his hallow'd Reliques ſhould be hid, 

** Under a Star-y pointing Pyramid ! - 

<<. Dear Sou of Memory, great Heir of Fame! 

+ Whatneed'it thou ſuch weak witneſs of thy Name 

« Thor, in our Wonder and Aftoniſhment, 

« Haſt built thyſelf a live- long Monument! 

« And fo ſepulcher'd, in ſuch Pomp doſt lie, 

„That Kings in ſuch a Tomb, would wiſh to die ! 


If you want full a. greater Authority 
than Mito” 8, for the unequalled Mexits 
of SHAKESPEARE, conſult your. own 
Hearts—1 would not pay them ſo ill a 
Compliment to ſuppaſe, that he has vot 
made a dear, valuable, and laſting Impreſ- 
Your Attendance here 
upon this 8 is a Proof that you 
| felt—powerfully felt his Genius] and that 
you love and revere him and his Memory: 

| ES —the: 


ſion upon them [. 


E as } 
—the only remaining Honour to him 
now (and it is the oreateſt Honour you 
can do him) is to sPzax for him. _ 
[Here a Pauſe enſued with a general Laugh] 
Perhaps my Propoſition (continued he) 
comes a little too abruptly upon you? with 
your Permiſfion, we will deſire theſe Gen- 
tlemen | the Band of Muſic] to give you 
time, by a Piece of Muſic, to recollect 
and adjuſt your Thoughts. 
[After the Piece of Muſic] | 

Now, Ladies and Gentlemen, will yr 
| be pleaſed to ſay any Thing for, of gain 
SHAKESPEARE ? 
Upon this Mr. K ivo, 0 juſtly cele- 
brated for his comic Talents, roſe up from 
amongſt the Auditors, in the Character of 
a Macaront, being well dreſſed, or dif. 
guiſed for the Purpoſe, and ad the 


eee Mr. Garrick 9 being 
invited 


E 
invited to the Orcheſtra, he there declared 
he had many Exceptions to make againſt 


Shakeſpeare. He complained of his being * 


a vulgar Author, only capable of exciting. 
thoſe vulgar Emotions of laughing and 
crying. That it was the Criterion of a 
Gentleman to be moved at nothing to 
feel nothing to admire nothing. He 
owned that he did not much love his: 
Country yet he could wiſh that it would. 
ſubmit to be civilized—and as the firſt. 
Step to it, never to ſuffer ſo execrable a 
fellow as Shakeſpeare, with his Things, 
which are called Tragedies and Comedies, to: 
debauch their Minds, and Underſtandings, 
and produce Sui velings and Horſe-laughs— 
when the chief Excellence of Man, and 
the moſt refined Senſation, was to be de- 
voured by Ennui, and only live in a State- 
of inſenſible Vegetation, —Then. he threw 

; L 3 „ 
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out his Sarcaſms againſt the Jabile, the 
Steward, the Corporation, and all the Com- 
pany,. which occaſtoned Mirth, and gave a 


great Variety to the Entertainment. 


After he had done, the Steward faid, I 
muſt beg Leave in the Name of all the 


Admirers of Shakeſpeare, to return our 


Thanks to that very fine and refined 
Gentleman and Critic, for the great Pane- 


gyric he has been n to beſtow upon 


their Favourite. 
O Ladies! it is you, and you alone can 


put a Stop to this terrible Progreſs and 
Irruption of theſe Anti- Gotbs (as they are 
pleaſed to call themſelves). It was you, 


Ladies, that reſtored SHAKESPEARE to the 
Stage! You formed ' yourſelves into a. 


Society to protect his Fame! and erected 
a Monument to His and voun own 


Hoxour in WrsSTMINSTER ABBey! He 
has 


E 
has been always ſupported in his univerſal 
Dominion by his fair Admirers land 
his Throne has been eſtabliſned in their 


Smiles and Tears. Therefore as that 
lovely Sex and the Poet have mutually ad- 
mired, and defended each other, I ſhall 
addreſs. myſelf to them in particular to 
protect their Bard from every Attack of 
thoſe, who having refined away their 
Feelings, muſt have loſt their Taſte for 
Nrw, Beauty, and SHAKESPBARE. 


[To the Lapis.) 


In theſe ſtrange Times of Party and Diviſion, 
Why ſhould not I amongſt the reſt getition? 
« In Shakeſpeare's Name I invocate the Fair! 
„ Whilſt on my Breaſt weir Patron Saint I wear—- 
| [ſhews the Medal. JE 
„He Lov'n the Sex—not like your Men of Proſe, 
« Or comman Bards, whoſe Blood butebbs and flows; 
„His Love was Rapture—of ſuperior Note. 
«© Shakeſpeare could on! y love as Shake/peare Wrote——- 
466 If 


1 
in 
| 
i 
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To ſooty Arms if Deſdemonas flies 


5 The Damſel run away we muſt confeſs 


* She was of Venice too—a warmer Air 
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« Tf here, and there, perhaps he ſtains his Page, 
« (And there are Prodigies in every Age) 


If he paints female Characters, whoſe Crimes, 


« Belie the Sex, and ſtartle madern Times—— * 
« He brands them Monſters, with his pow'rful Pen ! 


= Nay, makes them like his Witches—almoſt Men! 
* O naughty Max! you are to blame alone; 
«« Yours are their Faults, their Virtues all their own: 


The Foibles of the Fair, when Shakeſpeare draws, 


He ſpecious Motives finds for ſeeming Flaws: 


5 Does Lady Ann from ſtrict Decorum part, 

« Poor Soul—it was her Tenderneſs of Heart : 

« Then 'twas a Moxarcu woo'd I- and where 
e are they T4 | 

0 Except this Company) of mortal Clay, | 

„Who would reſiſt a CoxonaTi0N Day ? 


« Black Men are Pearls in beauteous Ladies Eyes—= 
t And what's a Shade of Blackneſs more or leſs * 


Left her old Father - but that Fault is rare, 


« For Engliſh Ladies only will I fwear. 


* But 
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2: But who made her ſo frail—ſo pure before 
8 Why he, the naughty Man, the Blackamoor. 


© Guard well your Hearts, ye Fair, from Love's. 
% Attack 


There are all Sorts of Devils, white and black— 
55 When Juliet, Hero, Imogen, he drew, 

* And ſprightly Ro/alind, he dreamt of you / 

90 Whate'er of Wit, of Grace, or Fancy flow'd, 

 ** Shakeſpeare on you, his beſt, lov'd Theme beſtow'd! 
*© "Twas you engroſs'd his firſt, his fond Regard, 

66 © And you, to Nature juſt, revere the Bard — 
60 Spite of all Malice —here I glorying ftand— 

% That Shakeſpeare's Tree produc'd this little * Wand: 
From his to me, ſuch Heart- felt Tranſport ſprings, | 
« As Staffs to Gen'ralt, Scepters give to Kings!“ 
e The Parent Tree from whence its Life it drew, 
Beneath his Care, its earlieſt Culture knew, 

« And with his Fame, the ſpreading ] Branches grew, 
How once it flouriſh'd feeling Crowds can tell; 
be Unfeeling Foes will mention how it fell: 
Nor let us wonder how ſuch Things can bes | 
« The inſect Vermin fly-blow every Tree. : 


* Made of the Mulberry Tree. 
«The. 
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hs The Name of Shakeſpeare e ever wall | he dear = 
00 While Zey ſhall ſmile—and Sorrow drop the Tears. 
_ While Beauty charms, he charms—not only You 
*© Whom now the Glory of this Day we view! 


** Your Daughters Daughters ſhall copfeſs his Pow” 7, 
« Till language fail, or Time ſhall be no more; 
„Shall on his Cauſe enraptur'd. Judges ſit, 

* And Beauty ever prove, the Patronef of Wit. 


Thus, as Pope ſays, was this Feaſt of 

Reaſon, and the Flix of Soul, never enjoyed 
with more Rapture than was teftified by 
every Auditor! Every F riend congratu- 
lating each other on the Pleaſure: he had 
recewecl. 

But the Dinner Bell beben Won to ſi. 
mon them to feaſt on Senſualities.——At 
Four o'Clock a Turtle was to be ſerved : 
up, of an hundred and fifty Pounds weight, 
which, with a number of other Dainties, 
and rich- Wines, was only a proper Enter- 
tainment for the ſplendid Comp any aſſem- 


bled there ! ET | 


1 
At Eight o*Clock a very expenſive and 
curious Fire-work was erected on che other 
Side the Avon, under the Direction of 
Mr. Anpelo—but the heavy Rain that fell 
about that Time, en deſtroyed that 
Exhibition. 

The Company being diſuppoinced of that 
Pleakatie, were obliged to return to their 
Lodgings, to prepare for the Masguz- 
RADE, Which was appointed at Eleven that 
Night, and was greatly crouded.— All the 
Nobility and principal Gentry, who carried 
their own Dreſſes thither, were very fplen- 
did - but thoſe who had not that Advan- 
tage, paid dearly for Habits brouglit by 
the Dealers of London, to a public Maſyue- 

rade, near an hundred Miles diſtant. 
Among the moſt diſtinguiſhed Characters 
in this Aſſembly was Lady Pembroke. — 
Mrs. Bou verie, and Mrs. Crew—habired 


like 
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like Wi gabe The Contraſt between the 
Deformity of the feigned, and the Beauty of 
the, real Appearance—was univerſally ad- 
mired Lord Groſvenor was magnificently 
dreſſed in an Eaſtern Habit. But the 
moſt remarkable Character was Mr. Bifwell, 
the well-known F riend of Paoli He ap- 
| peared in a Corfican Habit, with Piſtols in 
his Belt, and a Muſket at his Back—ard 
in the Front of his Cap, in Gold Letters, 
were theſe Words, Paor1 and LIBERTv. 
Mr. Boſwell (who had viſited that General 
when at the Head, of his Cor/ican Army, 
and has publiſhed an Account of . that 
Expedition)—had wrote a ſhort Poem, by 
way of Prologue, which he inten ed to 
5 have ſpoke at the Maſquer ade, but Was 
prevented by the Crowd — the Poem has 
been ſince publiſhed i in our News-Papers. 


The principal Perſonages who honoured 
this 


IL % ( 
this Jubilee — were, the Duke of Dor/er, 
Lord and Lady Hertford, Lord Groſvenor; 
Lord Denbigb, Lord Spencer, I Lord Craven, 
Lord Beauchamp, Duke of Mancheſter— 
Lord Plymouth, Lord: Carliſle, Lord North, 
Sir Watkins Williams Wynn, &c. 5 


THE Tnixb Dar. | 

PusL1C BREAKFAST at the Town Harz 
at Nine o Clock —as before at Twelve 
an Horst-Race was appointed, for a. 
Funr.ze-Cvp of fifty Pounds Value—for 
which five Colts ſtarted of ſome Note on the 
Turf: Lord Groſvenor s Colt—the Hon. 
Mr. King sand Mr. Fettiplace, Mr. mat 
ſon, and Prat? s Colts. Pratt the Groom 
rode his own Colt, and won the Cup and 
declared his Reſolution never to part with 
tit, though he honeſtly confeſſed—he knew 
very little about N or r Maſter SHAKE- 
PEAR. - 


Vo. III. M . Lo 
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At their Return from the Race, the 
Company repaired to the AupRHITHEATRRE 
to Dinner; — the French Horns and Clart- 
netts attending—from thence to their 
Lodgings to dreſs for the BALL at Night, 
which was opened at Nine o'Clock :—this 
Evening (being fair Weather) there was a. 
grand Fixzworx play'd off before the 
AMPHITHEATRE=—Which cloſed the moſt. 
ſplendid. Jun that ever was Plan d or 
executed in Exc AvD; and which gave 
Birth to a Dramatic Repreſentation of i = 
at the TrzaTRE, that gave Delight "4 
N. inety- two crouded Audiences that Seaſon. 
P. S. I forgot to mention that there was a 


| STATUE of SHAKESPEARE fixed in the 5 


| Front of the Orcheſtra at the Aupbitbe- 
A: are, which had a very good Effect; and 
8 after the Jonnazs it was placed in a 

Nich of the Towa-HALI.:— This alſo 


Was 


E 
was another Preſent of Mr. Garrick's: 
to the Corporation of Stratford. 


I cannot quit this Subject without ob- 
ferving, the ſeandalous Behaviour of the 
N low People of the Town of Stratford, 
in regard to their Avarice, and ſhameful 
Extortions ; ; as well as their abſurd Notions 
relating to the Jubilee. They were, in 
general, much diſſatisfied, and greatly afraid 
of Miſchief—they had not the leaſt Com- 
prehenſion of wt, or about whom ſuch 
Preparations were making. They looked 
upon Mr. Garrick as a Magician, who 
could, and would raiſe the Devil! And, 
inſtead of being delighted with the ap- 
proaching Feſtival, many of them kept at 
home, and were afraid to ſtir abroad. — — 
They were confirmed in their Abſurdities 
by the black Looks and ſecret Operations 
of thoſe who were e in making 
e | SS +. 3 7 the 
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the Fireworks—and looked on the heavy 
Rains that fell during the Jubilee, as a 
Mark of Heaven's Anger. In ſhort, their 
Deſire to get Money, and their Te errors 
leſt they ſhould deal with the Devil, 
occaſioned great Mirth to many of the 
N ſeighbours, and Gentlemen who delight 
in Humour and Pleaſantry. N | 
The Author of the Jubilee (as it was acted 
at the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane ) has 
opened his Farce with a Scene that ridicules 
(without the leaſt: Exaggeration) the unac- 
countable Notions, and abfurd Apprehen- 
ſions of the lower People of Stratford. 
It ſeems as if Providence had created Shake- 
| ſheare toſhew what Wonders the intellectual 
Powers of Man might perform! and by 
having beſtowed ſo much upon one of that 
Town, was reſolved: to take n all Ideas 


i . 
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